12/ 12/ 1999
Wfe dies, Deputy Mnister injured in crash
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RAWANG Sat. - Newl y-appoi nted Deputy Education M ni ster, Senator Dat uk
Abdul Azi z Sansuddin, was injured and his wife was killed in a crash on
the North-Sout h Expressway, near Bukit Sentosa, about 75kmfromthe city,
t oday.

Their son, Nasrizal, 28, who was driving the famly's Toyota Prado
four-wheel drive vehicle, was al so injured.

Datin Asmah Ali Hussein, who was seated in the back seat, is believed to
have died at the scene.

The fam |y was headi ng towards the Federal capital fromlpoh when the
crash occurred just before noon.

Kual a Kubu Baru police chi ef Superintendent Azman Yusof said initial
i nvestigations reveal ed the four-wheel drive went out of control, crashed
into the guard railing on the road shoul der before plunging into a ditch.

Passi ng notorists stopped to help the crash victins.

Azman sai d Abdul Aziz, 62, and Nasrizal were taken to the Ng and Si ngh
Cinic in Bandar Country Hones, Rawang, which was the nearest nedi cal
facility equi pped to handl e energency cases.

Deputy Def ence M ni ster Datuk Mohd Shafi e Apdal was anbng t hose who
visited themat the clinic.

Asmah's body was taken to the Kual a Kubu Baru Hospital nortuary.

After their condition had stabilised, both father and son were
transferred to the Subang Jaya Medical Centre at 2.30pm

A steady streamof Cabi net nmenbers and VI Ps, including Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali, visited Abdul Aziz at 4.40pm

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Datin Seri
Endon Mahnood arrived earlier at 4.07pm

The ot hers i ncl uded Heal th M ni ster Dat uk Chua Jui Meng, |nformation
M nister Tan Sri Khal il Yaakob, National Unity and Soci al Devel opnment
M ni ster Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and M nister in the Prinme
M ni ster's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman.

Al so present were Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Orar, Ml acca
Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamand Deputy Heal th M ni st er Dat uk
Dr Sul ei man Mohamad.

Briefing the Press at SIMC, Chua sai d both Abdul Aziz and Nasrizal were
"mercifully" in good condition.

"(Abdul Aziz) has a concussion, but nothing serious. A scan showed that
everything is clear," he said.

Azman said the post-nortemreveal ed that Asmah died of head injuries.

Rel ati ves cl ai med Asmah's body this afternoon for funeral rites to be
performed at the famly's hone in Jalan Qou Daeng Merewah 1, Shah Al am

She wi Il be buried at 10amtonorrow at the Shah AlamMislimcenetery.

Anong those who paid their | ast respects were Dr Mahathir, Dr Siti
Hasmah, Abdul | ah and Endon.

G hers who also paid their respects were former Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Seri Megat Juni d Megat Ayub, Abu Hassan,
former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhamad Tai b and Siti
Zahar ah.

About 5.45pm Abdul Aziz and Nasrizal were brought home in an SIMC
anmbul ance to enable themto pay their |ast respects.

Whi | e Nasri zal stayed behind, Abdul Azi z was taken back to SIMC for



treat ment.

Dr Mahat hir had yest erday announced Abdul Azi z's appoi ntment as Deputy
Education M nister. He was formerly Dr Mahathir's political secretary and
was sworn in as a Senator early |ast nonth.
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