21/ 03/ 1999

W1 d accusations agai nst PMa security threat, says Najib

KUANTAN, Sat. - The circul ati on of tapes containing wild accusati ons and
threats against Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and ot her
governnent | eaders is no longer a political issue but a matter involving
nati onal security.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d the Governnent was
| ooki ng very seriously intothe allegations as it could lead to
m sunder st andi ng.

"This is a matter of national security as the circulation of such
materials is also an attenpt to i ncul cate hatred anong t he peopl e t owar ds
the | eadership of the country.

"W have opposed such extrem st thinking for so long and | amconfi dent
that the majority of Mal aysians have their own stand and will not accept
the contents of tapes and articl es contai ni ng accusati ons agai nst the
Prime Mnister," he said.

Najib, who is Education Mnister, said this to reporters after
wi t nessi ng t he handi ng-over of the | SO 9002 certificate by Sirimto
Institut Kemmjuan | khtisas Pahang, here today.

Ikipisthe first private institute of higher learning to obtain the
recogni tion for the provision of higher education, training and educati on
support services.

The 1 SO 9002 certificate was presented by Sirims vice-president of the
Standard and Qual ity Departnent, Dr Mohd Yusoff Zakaria, to Ikip's
executive chai rman, Datuk Ml Sharif Shansuddi n.

Al so present at the function were Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd
Khal i | Yaakob, Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Hasan Arifin, Ikip's chairman
Dat uk Dr Abu Tahir Lela, State Local Government and Consumer Affairs
Commi tt ee chai rman Dat uk Kan Tong Leong and | ndera Mahkota State
Assenbl yman Ti Lian Ker, who is also in the Ikip board of directors.

Naj i b al so expressed confi dence that the public would back the Prine
M ni ster and the Governnent in fighting such threats.

"I think the best solutionto thisis for the people to showtheir full
support, especially in the com ng general el ection," he said.

Khalil, meanwhile, said that listening to the tapes and readi ng
extrem st articles was tantanount to an act of "serious agitation".

"Wth the mass distribution of the tapes, the matter has becone an i ssue
of national security and action nmust be taken for such reasons,” he said.
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