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"WIild Sabah is a different kettle of fish

A. Kadir Jasin

THOSE hoping to see the March 12 and 13 Sabah el ection as the baroneter of
national politics nmay be naki ng the m stake of over-sinplifying the
situation in the State.

Wiile it is true that the Sabah polls will be the first major election
to be held in the aftermath of the national economic and political crises,
the peculiarity of Sabah politics will nake the exercise | ess of an
i ndi cator of national politics.

As has been apparent in recent weeks, the nmain point of the opposition
canpaign is the allegation that the State i s being dom nated by the
Centre.

In an indirect way, it is an adm ssion by the opposition parties in the
State that even during these bad economc tines, the Federal CGovernnent is
better able to bring devel opnent to the State than if it goes on its own.

The State-based opposition parties, in particular the Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS), have sought to portray the visits by Federal |eaders in
recent weeks as an exanple of the domination of the State by the Centre.

O course, PBS was as dependent on Federal |eaders to canpaign on its
behal f and on Federal funds to keep the devel opnment of the State going
when it was the | eading partner of the State Barisan Nasional from 1986.

Then in the 1990 parliamentary el ection, thinking that the BN was facing
a form dabl e chall enge in the peninsula fromthe Pas-|ed Angkatan
Per paduan Ummah (Apu) and the DAP-1ed Gagasan Rakyat Mal aysi a, PBS deci ded
to switch canps at the el eventh hour.

PBS' betrayal cost the BN dearly.

It won only six out of the 20 parlianentary seats in the State

But PBS allies in the peninsula nade little progress.

In the State election that foll owed, PBS won 36 seats as opposed to 12
clinched by Usno.

In 1991, Umo established itself in the State in place of Usno which
opted for voluntary dissol ution.

When the State election was held in 1994, the fight was essentially
bet ween PBS and Umo. The forner, which contested in all the 48
constituencies, took a beating and won 25 agai nst the Umo-Ied BN whi ch
took 23 seats.

Pas, which contested in three constituencies, and the DAP in two were
rout ed.

PBS went on to formthe State Governnment with the inclusion of six
nom nat ed nenbers.

But a nonth later, it collapsed when all but three of its nenbers
defected to the BN

Umo and its mnor partners went on to formthe State Governnent and
i ntroduced the systemof rotating the Chief Mnister's post anmong the
three main comunities in the State - MislimBum puteras, non-Mislim
Bumi put eras and non- Bumi put er as.

By the tine the State Legi slative Assenbly was di ssol ved on Monday, PBS
had only four nenbers in the Dewan
* * * * %

STILL it will be a tough battle for the BN, in particular Umo, which has
since becone the main BN partner in the State, to retain control

Mat ching its national aspirations, policies and practices with those of
its State coalition partners has not been easy. Even within the party



itself, trying to change old habits and practices can be a touchy issue.

It is not surprising that seven years after Umo decided to take a bold
step to cross the South China Sea and plant its flag in Sabah, many peopl e
still think it was a m st ake.

The nore outspoken critics of the nmove say Sabah Umo exists only in
nanme. The spirit remains the sanme - wild, volatile and unpredictable - as
has al ways been since the State becane a part of Ml aysia in 1963.

But in at |least one very inportant case, Sabah Umo has proven its
ability to rise above the narrow ethnic consideration. This is over the
very difficult and touchy issue of the rotation of the Chief Mnister's
post .

Despite its predom nance in the State Assenbly, it was willing to
relinquish its hold on the Chief Mnister's post in order to acconmpdate
the interest of the minorities and to fulfil the pledge nmade by party
president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moharmad in the run-up
to the last State el ection

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who has been
| eadi ng the BN campaign in recent weeks, is confident that the BN can
retain the State if the conponent parties are willing to continue with the
policy of accommopdati on and to accept decisions on seat allocation and the
sel ection of candi dates.

Still nmoney politics | oons |arge. Over the decades, voters in the State
have cone to associate elections with the offer of free unit trust shares,
hi gher dividend pay-out, duit tanmbang (fare noney) and an endl ess feast.

Economc crisis initself is not expected to be a major setback for the
BN. Sabah's economny, being nore agrarian and resource-based, is |ess
af fected by the recession.

The unsettling effects of the devel opment surrounding the former Deputy
Prime M nister have al so di ed down especially with the appoi nment of
Abdul | ah as Deputy Prine M nister and key player in the State el ection.

Freewheel i ng Sabahans are |l ess attracted to rhetoric and hi gh-soundi ng
phi | osophi cal hogwash than they are to sinpler, nore basic everyday
prom ses and duit tanbang.

So those expecting to see the chips to start falling in Sabah nmay be
di sappoi nt ed.

It is even doubtful that the nationally-based opposition parties |like
the DAP and Pas, which have been crowing |ike cockerels in recent nonths,
woul d dare to put their noney where their mouth is when it cones to Sabah

The DAP, which is not unfamliar with Sabah politics, is aware of the
risk. Voters in the State had in the past several elections voted in and
booted out its candi dates according to their fancy.

Pas has al so been flapping its wings but may have to think tw ce before
maki ng another futile flight across the South China Sea.

Thus far, the big talk by the opposition may not anmount to anything nore
than sabre-rattling. They would not dare go to Sabah to chall enge the BN
if only to be hum|iated.

* * * % %
ITisn't very fair for sone people to openly condenn t he Governnent and
yet expect to be enployed by it.

This is even nore so when their action is politically or ideologically
nmoti vated. Such people should willingly withdraw or resign fromthe
governnent service or its agencies.

They cannot hope to be credible in their struggle if they continue to be
enpl oyed by the very Governnent they are condemi ng.

They cannot expect to have the cake and eat it at the sanme tinme. Also it
does not serve truth and justice that they claimto be chanpioning if they
care only for their own interests and confort.



When Universiti Ml aya recently decided not to renew the contract of a
certain professor, a big fuss was nmade of it.

Yet nothing is heard when the services of other professors and | ecturers
were not continued when their contracts expired.

According to a list provided by the office of the registrar of the
university, the services of 17 such staff - Ml ays, Chinese and |Indians -
were not continued when their contracts expired between 1997 and this
year.

Are these people uninportant or less qualified? O is it because they
are not "big names" and, therefore, not entitled to justice?

The fact is the university has its own plans and they require the
rationalisation of its teaching staff.

In any case, if anybody wants to fight the Governnent, the best way is
not to work for it. In that way, he or she can really be free to fight.

* * * % %

THE recent efforts by the Governnent to boost tourismpronotion activities
inthe major tourist nmarkets stand a better chance of suceeding if they
are treated as a collective effort.

For this reason, | would like to acknowl edge the efforts of Inmmigration
director-general Datuk Aseh Che Mat in pronoting the "service with a
sm | e" canpai gn among his officers.

| have always believed that it is very inportant for immigration
officers at the ports of entry to not only provide an efficient service
but nmore so to show a friendly face.

A smil e does not cost a dime but can rake in inmeasurabl e dividends. |f
Mal aysi ans are known for their smling faces, there is no reason why those
who work for the Governnent should put on sour faces.

More recently, another source of threat to the efforts is the rise in
t he nunber of beggars, street peddlers and kutu rayau (vagrants).

One of the reasons, mnor though it may be, why tourists and visitors
are put off by any country is the preval ence of beggars and street
peddl ers.

In sone poorer Asian and African cities and resorts, it is inpossible
for a foreign-looking person to step out of his or her hotel without being
hounded by packs of beggars and peddl ers. Even in Europe and North
America, beggars are beconing a nuisance in nmajor cities.

Poverty and the tol erance of some societies towards begging have led to
beggars beconi ng aggressi ve and bot hersone. They will not take no for an
answer .

And it is a big mstake for a person to give to one beggar and not to
the entire pack pursuing himor her.

The Welfare Departnment, the police and the enforcement units of |oca
governnents should intensify action agai nst beggars, peddlers, dadah
addi cts and kutu rayau. Enphasis nmust be placed on roundi ng up and
deporting foreign beggars.

* * * * %
MY apol ogi es for not coming out with this colum |ast week. It was due to
a conbi nation of a bad habit and unforeseen circunstances.

The problemwi th npst people who wite colums is they cannot or will
not start penning their articles unless the deadline is staring at themin
the face |like the angel of death.

I had no intention whatsoever of not comng out with the colum. But as
| was waking up in the wee hour of Saturday to wite it, | was struck by a
bad case of diarrhoea, causing ne, as the New Sunday Tines put it, to be
"i ndi sposed"”.

O course, not every reader believed it. Especially those who read
M ngguan Mal aysi a's column Yang Tersirat Yang Tersurat authored by its



Edi tor-in Chief Khalid Mhd.

Coi ncidentally, Khalid had decided to terminate his fairly recently
started but widely-read colum at the same tinme as | was unable to wite
m ne.

It is not surprising that some concerned friends and readers called to
enquire if I was going to be tenporarily or permanently indi sposed. Sone,
jokingly, asked if | had been disposed of.

Knowi ng Khalid fromthe days he started journalismin the md-70s, | am
sure he has a strong reason for stopping the col um.

O course there will be enough people who subscribe to the conspiracy
theory who will want to believe that Yang Tersirat Yang Tersurat has
fallen victi mof censorship.

Wth the nedia being the target of multi-mllion ringgit suits, Khalid
may be able to sleep well at night knowing that at |east he is not
contributing towards putting his newspaper to such a risk.

(END)
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