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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - About 350, 000 pensioners or their beneficiaries wll
each recei ve a RMB0O speci al paynment fromthe Governnent to hel p themease
their financial problens caused by the economnic situation and inflation.

The paynent, which will be made in six nonthly instal ments begi nni ng
next nonth, will cost the Government about RM210 milli on.

This is in additionto the RMA80 mlIlion to be paid to nore than 800, 000
civil servants in a simlar paynent announced by First Finance M nister
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n early this nonth

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, in a statenment rel eased
by his office today, said the Government has deci ded t o make t he speci al
payment based on the economic situation and inflation "which have affected
everyone".

Pensi oners do not normal ly recei ve any speci al all owances for specific
reasons.

Dr Mahathir said the paynment for pensioners did not have anything to do
with the pension adjustnents under the Pensions Act or the Annua
Incentives or the Special Financial Assistance for the serving civil
servants.

Dai m whil e announci ng t he speci al paynent for civil servants earlier
thi s nonth, had hinted that pensioners too woul d receive an additiona
payment .

Dai mhad sai d the Gover nnent recogni sed the need to i nprove aggregate
demand and it was al so aware that the peopl e required assi stance.

A Public Service Departnent official saidthe paynent for the pensioners
and their beneficiaries would be done in two ways.

"Those who are receiving their current pensions through warrants will
continue to receive the speci al payment through warrants whil e those whose
pensions are credited into their bank accounts will receive the noney in
the same way," he said

The officer, who declined to be naned, however, said only about 10 per
cent of the pensioners still preferred to receive their pensions through
warrants.

He sai d al t hough on paper the pensioners totalled about 350, 000, there
wer e sone cases where the wi dows recei ved two pensi ons includi ng her
husband' s.

However, the special paynent excl udes pensioners who were in top
managenent group conprising those i n super scal e C and above.

Cuepacs president N Siva Subramani am when contacted, said the it was a
good nove by the Governnent. "It is a precedent the Governnent is setting.
They have never done this before. The RM600 makes a | ot of difference
especially to those who are receiving the m ni mumRML80 a nont h pension."

According to hi mal nost 50 per cent of pensioners were receiving | ess
t han RM200 a nonth. "The RVb00, which is three tines their monthly
pensi on, woul d hel p themgreatly.

"The noney is very tinely considering the present economni ¢ situation and
inflation. It is another way of thanking the pensioners for their
services," said Siva Subramani am
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