09/ 03/ 1999

Let's have winners anong wonders

ADD t he Sepang International Grcuit (SIC) to the list of Ml aysian
wonders - bragging rights, as the envious would call it.

We have every right to be proud of the SICfor it is an architectural
and engi neering triunph.

Li ke the Petronas Twin Towers, the National Stadiumat Bukit Jalil and
t he Kual a | unpur International Airport, SICis another glittering exanple
of what Ml aysia i s capabl e of.

Today' s grand opening of the circuit by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i s a reassurance that the i ndomitabl e Mal aysi an spirit
can prevail over adversity.

That we can strive for, and achieve, the best no natter the odds.

The world sneered and cal |l ed us show of fs when, with a budget of nore
than RML billion, the governnment built the fabul ous 100, 000-capacity
Nati onal Stadium a gymastics stadiumseating 16,000, a 12, 000-capacity
hockey stadi um a netball stadiumfor 4,000 peopl e and a swi mri ng arena
seating 4,000 people for the 1998 Conmonweal t h Ganes.

The resoundi ng success of the Ganes, hailed as the best ever by all who
partici pated, was nore than justification. It was a triunph of confidence,
and faith, in the Ml aysian way.

The international exposure gained fromthe live tel ecast of the Ganmes
di spell ed a whol e 1 ot of nisconceptions and |i es about our country. It
al so served to enhance the identity and reputation of a nation | ong
di sm ssed as that stretch of | and above Si ngapore.

SIC continues that fine tradition. Already, even before the first najor
race is flagged off, it is being hailed as the best Forrmula One circuit in
the world by foreign experts and notor racing journalists.

It will host one leg of the Wrld Mtorcycle Grand Prix on April 18 and
the Fornula One race on Cct 18. These two events shoul d, once again, put
Mal aysia on the world map. But the nmain attraction is the state-of-the-art
circuit. The nost outstanding feature is the doubl e frontage grandstand
t hat can accomuodat e 30, 000 spectators. The only circuit in the world with
such a facility where fans can watch the race down two straights.

At the tip of the grandstand is the three-storey canopy tower where its
uni que desi gn enables fans to watch 80 to 90 per cent of the race. It can
accommodat e 1, 100 spectat ors.

In fact, SICis so spectator friendly that anywhere you sit, you can
wat ch at | east 30-40 per cent of a race. Sonething very uni que because at
nmost of the other existing circuits around the world, fans only get to see
the race when the cars pass their stand. The track itself, theway it is
desi gned, should thrill both racers and spectators.

It has eight straights and 15 turns and provi des plenty of opportunities
for high-speed overtaking with its width of 16 netres.

Apart fromall that, the circuit is equi pped with state-of-the-art
el ectroni c systens, including on-line, real-tinme tracking systemfor the
race cars

It isalsothe first track inthe world to install the electronic
mar shal | posts. Instead of coloured flags, the posts will flash col oured
signals toinformdrivers and riders of what's happeni ng on the track

Totop it all, SICis set inalush tropical forest with a notocross
track, theme park, golf course and go-kart track. It is indeed the best F1
circuit inthe world. Unique, and awesone, |ike so many thi ngs Mal aysi an



But |ike all wonders of the world, it can only be a source of vicarious
pl easure and pride until a Mal aysian is crowned chanpi on there.

After all, while we | ook upon the wonders of the world, with awe, we
of t en wonder what happened to the civilisations that built them

What happened to the anci ent Egypti ans? The Mayans, the Aztecs and the
I ncas? The Mogul s of India whose Shah Jahan built that monunent to | ove -
the Taj Mahal ?

What happened to the dynasty which built the Great Wall of China? The
Roman Enpi re whi ch made sport of throwi ng Christians and sl aves to the
lions at the Coliseum

They di sappeared in the shifting sands of history, often beaten by the
very peopl e they oppressed and used in glorifying their greatness.

Those who battled in the arena of the Coliseumwere the ones who
eventual | y overthrewthe Romans grown soft and corrupt in their self-

i ndul gent opul ence.

The tribes who honed their battle skills on the G eat Wall finally rul ed
Chi na.

The Pharoahs of Egypt were finally buried by the descendents of the very
sl aves who built the pyrani ds.

Monuments, nore than the buil ders, serve best those who know howto
benefit fromthem

So, too, those wonderful sporting venues that we have built. They will
only be of any good i f Ml aysi an sportsnen and wonen utilise themto raise
their standards. To evolve into world beaters.

O herwise, it will only benefit the host of foreign athletes who wll
use the fabul ous facilities to showase their own skills and tal ents.

For these edifices are not showpi eces to be sinply glorified over. They
are tenpl es of sporting endeavour. Theban t heatres of triunph and tragedy.
They demand conmand per formances of the hi ghest order, not the bunbling,
bungling acts of clowns.

They are there to provide athletes with the inspiration and thrill of
grand conception. The exhilaration of feverish achi evement. The prof ound
satisfaction of realisation. Then, perhaps, accol ades and inmortality.

That is what our sportsmen and wonen should strive for - starring roles
instead of the bit parts they have become accustomed to pl ay.

O herwi se, these venues woul d be, instead of nmonunents to our sporting
excel | ence, just metaphors for our shortcom ngs. Qur failings.

More than civilisations, it is individual triunph that best personifies
greatness and which is best remenbered.

The honest excavati on of history can bring sobering discoveries. W
don't want some ar chaeol ogi st of the distant future digging up our sports
venues and sayi ng: "Wat great buil ders they were. | wonder who they were
and what happened to then?"

( END)
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