26/ 02/ 1999
Wth stability, Ml aysia can face any chal |l enge: PM

Lokman Mansor
MALAYSI A can face any chall enge as long as thereis political stability
and raci al harmony. Wth this stability Ml aysi a has becone t he nost
advanced devel opi ng country in the world, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad says.
"When Mal aysia is solid and strong, other people cannot threaten us as
they do now, " he said at the Ml aysi an Chi nese Associ ati on (MCA) 50th
anni versary dinner in Kuala Lunpur |ast night.
He said the recent attack on the ringgit by currency specul ators had the
i ntended ef fect, though not publicly expressed, of destabilisingthe
country, resulting in unrest that will prevent economic recovery.
"Because Mal aysi ans | ove peace, even though they are suffering and under
pressure the country is still stable, and we have the opportunity to
i mprove the econony," Dr Mahathir said.
He sai d Mal aysi a now has a good chance for econonic recovery, and
t hanked t he Chi nese comrunity in the country for supporting the
Governnent's efforts over the years to distribute wealth equitably anmong
the various races.
"They (the Chinese) arewilling to share, and supported t he New Econonic
Policy. This al so ensures that Mal aysia continues to be stable," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.
The Prime M nister said the history of political parties in Malaysiais
uni que because in other countries it is difficult for parties that were
once enemies to conme together and forma coalition.
He said in the beginning MCA and Umo were fierce enem es. But the
| eadershi p of both parties were farsi ghted and wi se enough to bring the
two together into a coalition which was |ater joined by MC and ot her
parties to formthe Barisan Nasional (BN).
"I'n Mal aysi a we are thankful because even though we have nultiraci al
parties we are not enemies forever. In the end we cooperate with each
ot her. Because of this our country is stable,” said Dr Mahathir, whois
al so BN chai r man.
He sai d MCA has nade great contributions to the country and has been
cooperative with the other conmponent parties in the BN
"Mal aysia is not yet devel oped. W have Vision 2020 where we hope
Mal aysia will be a devel oped nation. To achieve this we need to naintain
BN and its power, and work hard to devel op our country,”™ Dr Mahathir said.
He expressed confidence that MCAwi || celebrate its 100th anni versary 50
years fromnow, and that the dianmond jubilee will still be cel ebrated
together with Umo, M C and ot her BN conponent parti es.
The gal a dinner, held at the Bukit Jalil Stadium was attended by about
13,000 guests. Anmpong t hose present were MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik, MCpresident Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel | u, Gerakan president Datuk
Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k, heads of BN conponent parties, and ot her MCA
| eaders and party menbers.
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