24 JUL 1999
LI D- LADI ES
WOMEN CAN CONTRI BUTE SI GNI FI CANTLY TO RECOVERY, SAYS SI TI HASMVAH

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

LANGKAW , July 24 (Bernama) -- Winen can contribute significantly to
econom ¢ recovery particularly in areas such as wonen's entrepreneurship
said Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

"We have a | ot of wonen entrepreneurs who have a crucial role to play
inefforts to stinulate business activity,"” she told Bernama upon arrival
at the Langkawi International Airport together with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad here this afternoon.

Dr Mahathir will join sone eight heads of governnent, senior ministers
and captains of industries for the fourth Langkawi International D al ogue
(LID"99) where there woul d be a special discussion among first |adies.

Dr Siti Hasmah said that other issues which would formthe highlight of
di scussi ons anong the | adi es included health, youth and consunerism al
crucial which pronpted spouses of |eaders attending LIDto request for this
speci al di al ogue anong t hensel ves.

At previous dialogues, the first |adies attended the nmai n dial ogue
del i berat ed upon by their husbands but not as participants, she said.

But now, they feel that there are certain i ssues they can be invol ved
in especially given the economic crisis, the Prine Mnister's wife said.

At a press briefing earlier, Datuk Dr M haela Smith, the chief
executive of the Comonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent, said
soci al issues should be integrated in the snart partnership approach in
economi c recovery.

Dr Mahathir, who has a busy schedule for the next four days, had a
four-eyed bilateral nmeeting |lasting an hour with Botswana President Festus
G Mogae, but no details were avail able on what was di scussed. - - BERNAMA
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