13/11/ 1999

Wonen power crucial, says Razal ei gh

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Wonen power can help to bring down the Pas Governnent in
Kel antan, State Umo |iai son chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah sai d t oday.

He said wonen nmade up 54 per cent of voters in Kelantan and he believed
that through solidarity and unity, they could bring about nmuch-needed
changes for the State and peopl e.

"The bi ggest political power in Kelantan is not Pas or Umo, but women
power," he said.

Speaking at a wonmen's gathering at Wakaf Che Yeh, Tengku Razal ei gh said
Ummo recogni sed worren' s capabilities and this was reflected in the various
positions and posts being given to them

"Umo does not regard wonen as second-cl ass citizens.

"They too, are capabl e of becom ng el ecti on candi dates or being invol ved
in the nation's policy-naking," he added.

He refuted the statenent by Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Aziz Nik
Mat that the State Government did not want to enpl oy beautiful wonen as
they could easily find rich husbands.

"Wonen who work do so not for the incone but to contribute to the
nation," he said.

Kel ant an wonren, he said, woul d have a bright future under a Bari san
Nasi onal gover nment .

"A governnent which underm nes econom ¢ devel opnent is a killer of our
famly institutions and wants to see wonmen dependent on nen for the rest
of their lives.

"Do not be a slave to this group. W nust rise and topple themnow, " he
sai d.

Tengku Razal ei gh pl edged to rectify all the weaknesses of the Pas State
Government if Bari san Nasional was to be voted i nto power after the coning
el ection.

Al so present were Second Fi nance M ni ster Dat uk Must apa Mohaned, Deputy
M nister inthe Prinme M nister's Department Dat uk Paduka | brahi mAli, Ummo
Wanita chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and State Wanita | eader Zal eha
Hussei n.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so cal |l ed on the many Kel antan voters living in other
States to return and cast their votes.

On Kel antan Umo candi dat es, Tengku Razal ei gh sai d he woul d submt the
list to party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

"It will also be up to the party president to decide on the nunber of
worren candi dates to be fielded here,” he sai d when asked whet her wonen
woul d be given nore seats to contest inthe State.

Earlier in her speech, Siti Zaharah called on wormen in Kel antan to unite
and help ensure a BN victory in the el ection.

She sai d they should realise that no governnent other than the BN was
capabl e of | ooking after their interests as well as bringing about
positive changes for the benefit of the people.

"Kel ant an worren shoul d no | onger al |l owthensel ves to be di scri m nat ed
agai nst nor deprived of progress or opportunitiestolive a better life,"
she added.

She believed that with confidence and a willingness to work, they coul d
bri ng about changes and topple the Pas State Government.

( END)
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