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Wonen seek role in pronotion of human rights

Miharyani O hman

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Wmen want 30 per cent representation in the National
Human Ri ghts Commi ssion which will be set up to pronote human rights in
the country.

The National Council of Wmen's Organi sati ons Mal aysi a, which represents
87 bodies, will be requestingthisinaletter to Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

This follows the call by several non-governnental organisations at the
two-day seminar "Confronting the NewM Il ennium The Wnen's Perspective"
whi ch ended t oday.

The call isinline wth Ml aysian wonen's goal of having 30 per cent
wonen at the decision-making levels by the turn of the century.

Inits workshop session on worren and soci 0-econoni ¢ trends, the sem nar,
armong ot her things, called on the Government to i ncl ude NGGs, professional
bodi es and the public in any di scussion on the privatisation and
corporatisation of public health care.

It said the NGOs and ot her concerned groups should al so push for the
establ i shnment of a national conmm ssion on health and anot her on housing to
i ncl ude representations fromvarious sectors incl udi ng NGCs.

Anmong t he obj ectives of the housing conmi ssion woul d be to see that
devel opers all ocate "green lungs" in their housing projects, space and
multi-ethnicity for | owcost housing, and ensure that the projects are
senior citizens and di sabl ed-friendly.

In view of the prevailing abuses agai nst wonen and children, the
participants urged the Governnent to see that |aws affecting themare
streamnl i ned and enf orcenent strengthened.

On the i ssue of strengtheni ng wonmen's enmerging roles ininternational
fora, the participants called for affirmative commtnent fromthe
Governnent, NGOs and the private sector to pronote gender-bal anced
partici pation.

They al so voiced the need to build a critical nass of women with
expertise, experience and exposure through training and attachnent
progranmmes wi th i nternational organi sations |ike the United Nations.

Inidentifying | ocal resource on issues for participation at
i nternational fora, the sem nar proposed the setting up of a data bank of
women experts and a nmechanismfor utilising their expertise.

On gender equality in the political arena, one of the reconmendati ons
was the elim nation of gender stereotyping and stigmatisationinfamly as
wel | as formal educati on.

The partici pants al so suggested i dentifying and pronoti ng good rol e
nodel s, understandi ng politics and devel oping critical thinking through
training programmes, and the setting up of a "politics watch" by NGGs to
eval uate how wel | wormen politicians perform

The sem nar report with the recomrendati ons will be subnmitted to the
Prime Mnister and the rel evant mnistries.
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