27 JUN 1999
El ecti on- Johor
WOMEN S PONER TO BE MOBI LI SED AS JOHOR BN FI RES FI RST SALVO

JOHOR BAHARU, June 27 (Bernama) -- Sone 150, 000 Johor Wanita Umo
menbers will be nobilised through the Combi ned Work Unit set up today to
bring the opposition charges, clains and propaganda firmy under the wheels
of the Barisan Nasional juggernaut.

Johor Menteri Besar and State BN and Umo Chief Datuk Abdul Ghan
O hrman said the wonen would go out in full force to every nook and corner
of the state to refute the charges and cl ai ns nade by the opposition.

Umo and the Barisan Nasional as a whole had never failed to ful fil
their pl edges and had continued to ensure the wellbeing of the people even
when the country was at the hei ght of econom c recession, he said.

"After winning the 1995 General Election, we have kept all our pledges
and have saf eguarded the people's interests. W have al so overcone the
econom ¢ problens that confronted us recently," he said when unaugurating
the unit at the Dewan Umo, Pul ai near here.

In the General Election of 1995, the Johor BN won all 20 Parlianmentary
seats and the 40 state seats.

He said the opposition would not be able to disrupt the Johor BN and
Umo el ecti on nachi nery which woul d be nobilised to opti mum | evel

"I wish to stress that the Umo and BN party nachinery in Johor renains
strong as ever even though PAS is playing up the issue of the sacking of
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim"

Wanita Umo National Chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said Wanita
Umo was focusing on preparations for the general election.

She said unity within the party was inportant for the realisation of
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s Vision 2020.

She was al so confident that the Johor Wanita Unmmo would give its solid
support to the Umo machinery at the central |evel.

Zaharah said the opposition particularly in Kelantan was pl ayi ng up
stale and old issues and this would have no bearing on Wanita unity.
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