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Woing silent majority (HL)

Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - After three days of hectic canpaigning, Prinme

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday br oke away fromhis busy
schedul e to greet well-wi shers.

The Bari san Nasi onal chai rman was overwhel ned all day wi th expressions
of support fromgroups representing the silent majority who had hitherto
kept very nuch to thensel ves.

The 10t h general electionis the first to witness the emergence of these
groups and people who are publicly expressing support for the BN

Thirty representatives of the Mal aysi an Gurdwara Council, Sikh Youth
Organi sation and the 300, 000-strong Ml aysi an Ex- Servi cemen Associ ati on
had net Dr Mahathir at his office in Putrajaya in the norning.

At the Bangsar Sports Conplex inthe city later, a delegation fromthe
student organi sati on Penuda Negara whi ch sent 100 representati ves,
conpri sing undergraduates fromthe I nternational |Islamc University,
Universiti Malaya, Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia, Universiti Putra
Mal aysi a and several private colleges, canme unexpectedly to greet Dr
Mahat hi r .

Speaki ng at a gat hering of Federal Territory BN candi dates and party
wor kers at the conpl ex afterwards, Dr Mahathir urged themto ensure that
the voi ce and vote of every nenber of the silent majority is realised.

He sai d never before had he seen the silent majority nmaking their voice
heard as now.

He said sonme groups were al so using their own noney to place
adverti sements expressing support for the BN

He sai d al though t hese groups usually voted for the BN, "sonetinmes they
think that the BNwill win, so they don't cone out to vote".

Dr Mahathir said the silent majority was the target group whose votes BN
wor kers shoul d work hard for.

"W want a bigger mgjority ... we want the silent majority to cone out
and vote," he said.

In order to do this, Dr Mahathir said the BN el ecti on machi nery shoul d
ensure cl oser co-operati on anong conponent party el ecti on workers.

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said victory in Malay-majority
consti tuenci es contest ed bet ween Mal ay BN and Opposi ti on candi dates woul d
be determ ned by votes fromthe Chinese and I ndi ans.

"So they (BN conponent party workers) must conme out and fully support
the Umo candi dates, " he said.

Li kewi se, Dr Mahat hir added t hat BN candi dates in Chinese-mgjority
constituenci es nust have the support of the Umo and M C canpai gn
machi nery.

"We help themand they will help us," he said.

The Prime Mnister said he was especially happy with the presence of the
st udent s.

"For a nonent, | thought they were going to hold a protest denonstration
but they canme to show support for the BN instead."

He said it was a brave nove because the Qpposition had incited
university students to such a degree that those who vocal ly supported the
Government were heavily criticised.

"Because of this, many of themremain passive and do not dare to
outwardly showtheir support for the Governnent."

Dr Mahat hir said the Opposition, which had taken advantage of the BN s



refusal to disturb students with politics by planting agents anong themto
incite hatred, was now losing its influence.

"The students are beginning to open their eyes again and they realise
that the Qpposition attacks on the Governnent have no basis.”

He added t hat al t hough nmany of the students were not able to vote on
Monday, "I believe they can influence their parents and fri ends back in
t hei r homet owns and kanpungs. "

Dr Mahat hir urged undergraduates to play their role by explaining the
truth about the Oppositionto their friends and fam |ies back home.

( END)
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