04 MAY 1999
Sany- Report
WORKS M NI STRY TO SUBM T PROGRESS REPORT EVERY MONTH

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernama) -- The Works Mnistry will submit
progress reports on the inplenentati on of devel opnent projects to the
Cabi net on a nonthly basis instead of once a year as practi sed now,

M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu said today.

He said the report would be prepared by the mnistry's Devel opnment
Action Conmittee headed by him

The committee, which held its first nmeeting here | ast week, decided to
submt the report every nonth to informthe Cabinet of the mnistry's
per formance, he said.

"This committee will evaluate the projects inplenented by the ministry
and the allocations involved," he told reporters after opening a Tam | book
exhi bi tion here.

The conmittee was forned following a directive by the National Economic
Action Council (NEAC) on April 23 that each ministry set up a devel opnent
action conmittee headed by its minister to look into inplenenting
devel oprent proj ects.

Yest erday, First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin said the commttee
shoul d neet twice a week and | ook into the progress and probl ens of
devel oprent proj ects.

Samy Vellu said the commttee woul d neet every week to identify the
probl ens faced by the contractors.

He said the ministry will direct its engineers at all districts to
imediately informthe mnistry of any problens faced by the contractors
t hrough the conputer.

The ninister also said he had asked the mnistry to prepare a list on
the nunber of projects received fromthe various mnistries for
i npl enent ati on.

"Al'l actions and inplenmentations pertaining to these projects will have
to be recorded by the ministry every nonth," he said.

On the statenent by Dai myesterday that 16 nministries and departnents

experienced between 50 per cent and 100 per cent shortfall in expenditure
during the first quarter of this year, Sany Vellu said only nine per cent
of the RM3.4 billion allocated to his mnistry this year had been utilised
so far.

He said by August, at |east 50 per cent of the allocation would be
spent on projects which had been approved.

"Alot of the projects are open for tenders now and t he whol e tender
process will take between two and three nonths to be conpl eted," he said.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said a new
systemwoul d be inplenmented to ensure that allocations for approved
proj ects were spent.

Sanmy Vellu also said his mnistry had decided on the tine frame for
contractors to start work on projects awarded to them

Wil e he believed that the two-week period proposed earlier was too
short for the contractors, Sany Vellu said the newtine frane woul d be
announced after he had consulted Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned.
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