09 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Gol f
WORLD CUP GOLF W LL PRQIECT THE COUNTRY WORLDW DE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that the Wrld Cup of Golf 99 will be anot her opportunity for
Mal aysia to showcase its capability to host a world class sporting event.

The prime mnister said it would al so help the country's econony
tourists and golf enthusiasts converge here for the event fromMNov 18 to
21. The prestigious tournanent will be held at The M nes Resort and Col f
Club in Seri Kenbangan.

"I was informed that an estinmated 600 nmillion television audience wll
followthe event and this will surely project Ml aysia as a nation which
has a golf course capable of hosting the Wrld Cup," he told a news
conference after inspecting the course, here.

Dr Mahathir said just like the Formula One race at the Sepang F1
Circuit last nmonth, the golf tournanent would result in local hotels doing
good busi ness.

"It will be good for the econony of the country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia would Ii ke to produce good professional golf
pl ayers who were capabl e of becom ng chanpions in the future.

He said the tournanment would be interesting with the participation of
wor | d nunber one Anerican Ti ger Wods.

"Especially with Tiger Wods being one of the players. Everybody has
heard about Tiger Wods, but this is the first tinme to (actually) see him
"As he said just now "Ml aysia Boleh", so | really hope Tiger Wods
will also boleh,” he said referring to the pronotional video clip shown
earlier featuring the golf star who uttered the fanous sl ogan "Ml aysi a

Bol eh" (Mal aysia Can).

The prime minister, who is the patron of the prestigi ous tournanent,
spent about an hour inspecting the golf course where preparations have
shifted i nto hi gh gear

Thirty-two nations will be participating in the tournanment which would
attract tens of thousands of spectators and an estimated tel evision
audi ence of some 600 mllion.

The gol f club, which forns part of the devel opment called the M nes
Resort City undertaken by the Country Heights G oup, is about 20 m nutes
drive from here.

It has been reported that the property-based firmis shelling US$1.1
mllion (RVA.18 mllion) to entice Wods to participate in the
chanpi onshi p.

The staging of the event cones on the heels of Ml aysia's successful
hosting of the penultimte session of the F1 | ast nonth.
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