06/ 11/1999

1,200 attend Wirl d Hakka Conventi on

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - More than 1,200 del egates fromover 30 countries are
attendi ng the Worl d 15t h Hakka Conventi on which has as its theme "Towar ds
Greater Cultural and Economi c Co-operation.”

Besi des Mal aysi a, the del egates i nclude those fromlndia, Brunei,

I ndonesi a, China, Hong Kong, Thail and, Taiwan, Australia and the United
St at es.

Del egates wi || di scuss various i ssues i ncludi ng enhanci ng t he Hakka
culture and rel ationship and the strenghteni ng of their econom es
internationally at the four-day neeting.

In his nmessage in the souvenir programre, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t hat Mal aysi a' s Hakka conmmunity of about 1.5 million
had grown into a cohesive force displaying not only vibrancy and
entrepreneurship but had al so nade its mark i n the di fferent professions.

In his speech at the openi ng cerenony, Federation of Hakka Associ ati ons
of Mal aysi a president Tan Sri Dr Jeffrey Cheah said Dr Mahathir's gesture
inofficiating at the convention was cl ear testinmony of Malaysia's nmulti
racial, cultural and religious society.

He said the event would go down in the historical records of the Hakka
peopl e as a uni que occasi on where a hi ghly-respected, non-Chi nese head of
Governnent of a nulti-racial country had given his bl essings to the world
Hakka conmuni ty.

Cheah said one matter to be di scussed cane under the headi ng of
"Hakkal ogy" which is a study of the traditions, cultures and origi ns of
t he Hakkas.

Based on Chi nese hi story books, he said the Hakkas were a group of
Mandari ns and ot hers serving the Governnent in northern China.

They nmoved to central China in the year 317 to seek their fortunes, but
war and famine forced themto mgrate south.

Si nce then, they had been on the nove to Asia, Europe and ot her parts of
the worl d, participatingactively in business, commerce, the professions
and inthe politics of the countries of adoption of their forefathers.

"No ot her Chinese clan goes to so much pains over ancestral records.

"Who knows, perhaps sone of us may find long | ost relatives fromanong
the visiting del egates,” he said.

At the cerenony, Cheah presented a cheque for RMLOO, 000 to Dr Mahat hir
for the Association of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy M nisters (Bakti).

The president of the associationis Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The nmoney was rai sed during a recent karaoke conpetition organi sed by
Cheah's wi fe Puan Sri Susan Cheah.

Dr Mahathir al so presented certificates of appreciation and souvenirs to
25 federati on nenbers who had contri buted nore than RVBO, 000 each t owar ds
t he organi sation of the convention.

( END)



	1,200 attend World Hakka Convention (NST 06/11/1999)

