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Wrldis full of conspiracy theories

A. Kadir Jasin

THE convi cted former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
according to an AFP report on Wdnesday, had | ashed out at Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and the Mal aysian judicial systemafter he
was sentenced to six years in jail for corruption

"I have no hope of justice,” he told the court in prepared remarks after
being all owed to nmake a statenent follow ng his conviction

Anwar reiterated that the charges were "part of a political conspiracy
to destroy ne" and ensure Dr Mahathir's "continued hold on power at
what ever cost even if it nmeans sacrificing whatever littleis left of the
judiciary's integrity".

"l amnot surprised. Are you surprised?" Anwar told reporters. He told
the court that just before he was sacked on Sept 2, Dr Mahat hir gave hi m
an ultimatum "You resign or | charge you."

"I'sn't this corruption? The Prinme M nister uses the judicial systemas a
tool to exert political pressure. Al the instrunents of Governnent
i ncludi ng the Attorney-General's office, the police and i ndeed t he
judiciary are under the Prinme Mnister's thunb," he said.

Not much can be said of Anwar's trial beyond what was stated by the
judge in his judgnent as the appeal process is in progress.

One can only wonder if Anwar's defence will again try to resurrect the
conspi racy theory.

What i s apparent is that Anwar was not as uni nvol ved as he wants the
public to believe when it cones to using the "systenf when he was in
power .

He was no ordinary Deputy Prine Mnister. He was al so Fi nance M ni ster
and was the anoi nted successor of Dr Mahathir.

Anwar had al ways stood on the noral high ground. He often told others to
i gnore "surat |ayang"” whi ch he described as "budaya nurahan" (debasi ng
culture).

Yet it was the very sane kind of letter that | anded himin court. Judge
Dat uk S. Augustine Paul , anpong ot her things, noted in his judgnent that
the al | egati ons (agai nst Anwar) renai ned covered up from August 1997 to
June 1998 when the accused caused a police report to be made on t he book
50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM

The investigation into the report by another branch of the police
reveal ed the i nvol venent of the Special Branch in procuring Exhibits P17,
P18, P20 and P22 on the directions of the accused.

The judge rul ed: "Therefore what was covered up by the accused was
expl oded by he hi nsel f when he caused the report to be nade. The expl osi on
exposed the truth."

Hopeful l y, one day, when the case is over, historians and conment ators
will wite articles and books to interpret the event as well as to reveal
the Anwar that they know.

The Anwar that fed on student radicalismof the 60s and 70s and t he
Anwar that was |ed by the hand i nto the nai nstreamof Ml aysian politics
by Dr Mahathir.

About the real Anwar and the Anwar that was the creation of the nedia,
whi ch he once | orded over.

It is no secret that a big section of the nedia and ot her key organs of
politics, adnministration and busi ness were under Anwar's thunb until his
| ast days in the Governmnent.



Even t oday, despite all egations of conspiracy, the majority of Anwar's
croni es remai n anchored i n busi ness and politics. They are as wel | off
today as they were when Anwar was the crown prince.

In fact, Dr Mahathir's pro-business policies and his rejection of the
| MF-type responses to the regional econonic crises are keepi ng Anwar' s
croni es in business.
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