23/ 07/ 1999
Worl d | eaders-medi a di al ogue at Langkawi meet

Kamar ul Yunus
FOR a change, journalists covering the fourth Langkawi | nternational
Di al ogue (LID) starting this weekend will be invited to field questions
fromworld | eaders rather than merely posing them
LI D organi sers, Commonweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent
(CPTM and the Ml aysi an | ndustry-Government G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy
(M ght), have arranged for selected journalists to neet with the heads of
state and governnment on Sunday, the sane day the four-day LID, July 25-28,
ki cks of f.
LI D co-convener Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahnan said t he openi ng and
cl osing news conferences will in fact take the formof a di al ogue anbng
the | eaders, their spouses, CPTMfell ows and sel ected journalists.
Hundr eds of | ocal and foreign journalists are expected to converge in
Langkawi , and for the first time the nedia will be asked to respond to
guestions fromthe | eaders and vi ce versa, on "Mnagi ng Econom ¢ Recovery
for Shared Prosperity - The Smart Partnershi p Approach", he said.
The exchange of views will allowthe | eaders, including Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, to gain a better insight on current
donestic and i nternational issues, Orar said, adding that "the BBC
(British Broadcasting Corp) will be there to record the session on
Sunday" .
In previous LIDs, news conferences had tended to be used by sone
journalists to ask questions not related to the dial ogue.
"This time, we want to make sure the focus is on LID, " he said at a
press briefing in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.
Omar, who is al so the Sci ence Advi ser to the Governnent, said the
speci al sessionis an opportunity for the | eaders, especially Dr Mahat hir
himsel f, to find out howwell-informed the journalists are about the smart
part nership concept and the initiatives being pursued.
The facilitator for the | eaders-nedi a di al ogue will be the joint
chairman of LID, Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, who is also Chief Secretary to
the Government. He will be assisted by Smart Partnership I nternationa
Di al ogue co-conveners, Omar hinself and Dr M haela Y. Snith, the executive
director of CPTM
On LID, Orar said eight national | eaders have confirmed their
at t endance.
M ni sters and corporate | eaders will al so be anong about 300
participants who have started arriving on the island resort for this
year's event.
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