02 DEC 1999
Azhar - Recogni tion
WORLD SAl LI NG BODY RECOGNI SES AZHAR' S SOLO SAl LI NG FEAT

LANGKAW , Dec 2 (Bernama) -- After waiting for about a nmonth, nariner
Dat uk Azhar Mansor today proudly showed to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad the |l etter of recognition fromthe Wrld Sailing Speed
Record Council for his east-to-west round-the-world solo feat.

He got the opportunity at lunch tinme after Dr Mahathir finished
visiting the booths at the maritinme segnment of the Langkaw |nternationa
Maritime and Aerospace (LIMA '99) exhibition in Tanjung Ml ai here.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali | ooked
at the letter with adnmiration.

Azhar said he received the |etter signed by the council's secretary
John Reed early last nmonth

"Actually, | wanted to showthe letter to Dr Mahathir on Nov 20 but
thought it's best to see himduring LIMA " he said.

In his letter dated Cct 22, 1999 Reed confirnmed Azhar's achi evenent and
congratul ated all concerned.

Details of the record-breaking feat are as foll ows:

Worl d Record: Round the Wrld, assisted (stops), eastabout,
si ngl e- handed.

Yacht: Jalur Genil ang

Dates: Feb 2 to Aug 11 1999.

El apsed Tine: 190 days, six hours 57 minutes two seconds.

Last night, Dr Mahathir conferred Azhar a honorary Navy Captain rank
for his sea-faring achievenent at a dinner in conjunction with LI MA

Azhar was awarded the rank in a special comr ssion by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah who is al so Defence
Forces' Suprenme Conmander.

Azhar, 41, is the first person to circumavigate the gl obe sol o using
the new east-west route sanctioned by the council.

He was conferred a Datukship on May 18 by the Raja of Perlis in
appreciation of his round-the-world voyage.

The Perlis-born sailor set sail fromLangkawi on Feb 2 and returned
here on Aug 11 after sailing 25,000 nautical mles over 190 days.

The main mast of his ocean racer broke into three when he sailed into a
hail stormin the notorious Southern Ccean, forcing himto be stranded in
t he Fal kl ands for a nonth.

He continued his journey on May 26 after receiving a new nmast flown by
the Royal Mal aysian Air Force in a special mssion on May 13.
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