16/ 09/ 1999
Wrld s top gliders to conpete at M Ki nabal u
KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - A hang-gliding conmpetition featuring top gliders

fromaround the world will mark the opening of the 15th Wirl d Mountain
Runni ng Trophy at Ki nabal u Park, about 80 kil onmetres fromhere, on

Sat ur day.
Ten top hang-gliding pilots, including two wonen, will conme down the
Sout h Peak (3,657 netre) at 7am followthe summt trail, go to Kundasang

and | and at the M Kinabalu Golf C ub.

The conpetition is jointly organised by the Federal Youth and Sports
M ni stry, Aerospace | ndustries Sdn Bhd, Ml aysi a Touri smPronoti on Board
and t he Sabah State Governnent.

The pilots are fromthe United States, Australia, the United Ki ngdom
WUkraine, Italy, Brazil, Venezuela and Gernmany. Today, the pilots were
airlifted by helicopter up the nountain for a dry run.

Among themwere worl d top pilot Manfred Ruhnmer of Austria and world
record hol der for wonen cross-country hang-gliding Tove Hei ney of
Australi a.

Speaking to the Press here recently, the event's deputy organi sing
chai rman Lt Kol Basir Abdul Rahman said the conpetition was nooted by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Mal aysia is interested i n hol ding the worl d hang-glidi ng chanpi onshi p
here in 2003.

Oficials fromthe world hang-glidi ng governi ng body, the FAIl Wrld
Hang-gli ding Series, are already here to assess the suitability of hol ding
t he chanpi onship at M Ki nabal u.
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