07 APR 1999
Mahat hi r-1 sl am
WRONG | NTERPRETATI ONS OF | SLAM PREVENT MJUSLI M5' PROGRESS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said that wong interpretati ons of |Islamhave prevented
Musl i ms from maki ng progress and conpeting with other religious creeds.

He said in the 1400 year history of Islam there have been nany w ong
interpretations of the religion.

"Mal ays are Muslims, but Islamhas |ots of interpretations. Mislim
politicians interpret Islamin order to justify what they are doing. This
can be wong," he wote in his article which appeared in Japan's Mainich
Dai |l y News yest erday.

Dr Mahathir's article in the newspaper's Qpinion/ Anal ysis page entitled
"Dr Mahathir's World Anal ysis" is published on the first Monday of each
month in both its Japanese and English editions as well as through the
I nternet.

"They want to do sonething that is not Islamc, but in order to gain
peopl e's acceptance, they say "This is Islamc". If this is by religious
| eaders, people tend to believe it," said the prime mnister.

Dr Mahathir said |slamgave strength to the Arabs when they first
enbraced it and so it was not the reason for Mislim backwardness.

He said that | ater on, Muslins becane backward because | sl am was
wongly interpreted by people with objectives of their own.

"So what we try to do here is to go back to the real original
interpretation of Islam which was able to nake the Arabs very progressive
and established a very great civilisation," he said.

Dr Mahathir also wote that today's students think that it was their
right to go to university but not their responsibility to study.

He said the problemtoday was not the opportunity to study, but the
desire of the person to get a better education or not.

"When | went to university in Singapore, | was considered one of the
| ucki est students in Malaysia. At that tine, very few people particularly
i ndi genous people were able to go university, and very few coul d get
schol arship, so | was fortunate to obtain one," he said.

He said the situation had changed today as there are thousands of
schorl arshi ps avail able, both donestically and internationally.

Dr Mahathir said some of the students got involved in activities that
di stract themfromconcentrating on their studies, such as politics or
denmonstrating or debating how the country shoul d be gover ned.

"As a result, although they get the opportunity, they do not receive
t he amount of education that they should be getting," he said.

"They believe that they know about how a country should be run. | don't
mnd if students are interested in politics, but they shouldn't go to
university just to becone politically active. W spend public noney to
educate them It's irresponsible to waste funds earmarked for education,"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the government spends 20 per cent of the nationa
budget for education, nore than any other country.

He said that there was really no reason for the students to fight the
governnent as the expectations of his generation had been fulfill ed.

"The status of the minister of education in our governnent is very high
because we think that education is the way to nmake our peopl e upwardly
mobi | e, " he sai d.

The prime minister said if the country wants to progress, people nust



be educat ed.
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