12 OCT 1999
Kadi r - Car ni val
YEAR- LONG CARNI VAL Al R I N MALAYSI A FROM NEXT YEAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- Tourismcarnivals currently held
separately by the respective states will be coordi nated and hel d
si mul t aneousl y nati on-w de begi nni ng next year under "Col ours of Ml aysia
Mont h" progranme.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
the programme woul d repl ace Mal aysi a Fest presently staged i n Septenber
every year and was confined only to the federal capital.

This year's Ml aysia Fest celebrated | ast nonth would be the last, he
told a nedia conference at his ministry here today.

He said coordination of tourismrel ated progranmes was necessary to
create a festive at nosphere throughout the year and to enable a | arge-scal e
publicity blitz to be carried out worldwi de to woo foreign tourists to
visit Mal aysi a.

The coordi nation was crucial as tourismwas an inportant sector for the
country's economc growth, he said.

Kadi r suggested that shopping carnivals and fruit fairs could al so be
hel d at the sane tine nation-w de.

He said states could continue with their respective tourism cal endar
events in other nmonths of the year.

He said events under the Col ours of Malaysia Month this year would
start on Saturday with a nmanmoth procession to exhibit Malaysia's richness
inarts and cul ture.

Sonme 4,000 participants fromthe various ethnic groups in Ml aysia
woul d take part in the procession held in conjunction with the installation
of the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah as the 11th Yang di - Pertuan Agong
of Mal aysia on Sept 23.

A total of 540 nedia representatives including journalists currently in
Mal aysia to cover the F1 Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix, tour and travel
agenci es fromthroughout the world have been invited to witness the
pr ocessi on.

" W expect about 10,000 tourists will cone to Malaysia to watch the
grand prix. W have sought the cooperation of hotels to informtheir guests
about the procession," he said.

Tourism Mal aysia's new thene "Mal aysia Truly Asia" would al so be
| aunched at the function to be attended by Sultan Sal ahuddin, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and cabi net m nisters, he added
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