10/ 05/ 1999

Yet to receive RML50 million, says Sabbaruddin

TEMERLCH, Sun. - The Culture, Arts and TourismM nistry has yet to receive
the RMI50 million allocation to carry out pronotional activities for this
year.

Its Mnister Datuk Seri Sabbaruddin Chik said today it was al ready My
and the Mnistry had not received a single sen.

"So, we cannot immedi ately spend the allocation,"” he told reporters
after attending a "Meet-the-Peopl e" session organi sed by Tenerl oh Umo in
Kanpung Bukit Kenuni ng, here.

"Li ke what has been said by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, this is not a
faul t-finding mssion.

"It is the systemthat has to be inproved fromtinme to tine," he said.

As for devel opnent allocation for his Mnistry, Sabbaruddin who is al so
Tener| oh Umo chi ef and Tenerl oh MP said it was nainly for snall projects.

"For exanple, we give sone noney to States to build toilets," he said.

He adnitted that |ike some other ministries, the spending was normal |y
slowinthe first two or three nmonths of the year.

"W have the funds but sonetines there is noland for the projects," he
said. "Once the projects take off the ground, the i npl ementati on can be
very fast."

Sabbar uddi n said there was al so a need to revi ewthe nmet hod di sbursing
al | ocati ons.

"Soret i nes when we have exhausted our allocations for certain projects,
we need extra noney and this will need the approval of the Treasury. So,
we will have to go through the sane process over and over again," he said.

He added that part of the devel opnent allocation received by his
M nistry was an extension to projects carried over fromlast year.

"Work on the National Art Gallery, for exanple, is being carried out for
two years. Sone of the allocation was received | ast year and t he bal ance
this year."
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