28 DEC 1999
Mahat hi r - Y2K
Y2K PROBLEM W LL NOT BRI NG ABOUT A MAJOR DI SASTER, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 28 (Bernama) -- Wth only three days to the new
mllennium Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d Mal aysi a has
taken steps to overcone the Year 2000 or Y2K probl em

"I believe that even if there is a problem it will not be big," he
said in an interview with Radi o Tel evision Ml aysia (RTM at the Prine
M nister's Departnent in Putrajaya, near here, today.

The Y2K or "M |l ennium Bug" refers to the inability of sone m crochips
to recogni se dates beyond 1999 in their tinme-sensitive functions, possibily
resulting in conputer systemerrors or shutdowns.

Dr Mahathir said too nuch ado had been nmade over the Y2K probl em

"I't will not result in a major disaster, especially when we have nade
preparations for it," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent had ensured that the Y2K probl em woul d
not obstruct the running of computers.

"What we fear is that because of this Y2K, our conmputers will not run
properly and all data kept in the computer nmay be |l ost or may not run as
usual . Then our business will be disrupted.

"But action has been taken to overcone this Y2K problem " he said.

On the increase in prices of several essential itens recently,
especially during the festive season, Dr Mahathir said it was a nornma
t hi ng.

"This is because when demand exceeds supply, prices usually rise," he
sai d.

However, he said, the governnent always nonitored the prices to ensure
that they did not spiral

"W have controlled itens |ike sugar, flour and others but other things
we do not control. W only nonitor and try our best to ensure that the
prices do not rise too drastically,” Dr Mahathir said.

However, if consuners found certain itens to be too expensive, they
coul d buy ot her things.

"If they can afford it, they can still buy at high prices," he added.
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