29/ 04/ 1999
Yoong in for surprise

Radzi Sapi ee

RACER Al exander Yoong wi || have a pl easant surprise when he returns hone
after finishing his rounds in the ongoing British Formula Three

chanpi onshi p this nonth.

The Sports Mnistry, who have been nonitoring his devel opment and
recogni sing his potential to be the first Mal aysian to race the Formul a
One circuit, have decided to help his plans to get aride with a Formul a
One team

Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said he intended to discuss the
matter wi th Yoong as soon as he gets back and woul d personal | y approach
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for further assistance.

"We recogni se Alex's talents and we' ve been foll owi ng hi s devel opnent as
he | ooked for sponsors to help himget on with his programes in Fornul a
Three," he said yesterday.

"Al though the Mnistry so far have no particul ar policy regarding the
devel oprment of F1 racers, we feel he is alnost there and we hoped to
assist himin his bid to nake it as early as he can."

Muhyi ddi n said the M nistry had gi ven Yoong a grant of RML50, 000 before
he went for the British chanpionship in Mrch.

He said it was not under any particul ar Governnment progranme as the
M nistry recognised it would take tens of mllions of ringgit to develop a
Fornmul a One driver fromscratch but they consi der Yoong a speci al case.

"It was a token sum W noted that he has been searching high and | ow
for funding, including getting sone fromthe Royal Mlitary College old
boys associ ati on of whomhis father is a menber,"” he said.

And wi th nati onal petrol eumconpany Petronas currently financi ng and
getting involved with a Fornul a One team the Petronas Sauber team there
is apossibility that Muhyiddin will al so put Yoong's case to them

"W will try to hel p where we can. W al ready have Petronas in F1 and if
Yoong is ready, we can try and help himget into the team"

Last week, Yoong noved up 54 rungs to 214th in the world rankings for
racing drivers following his sixth position in the Round Three of the
British F3 chanpi onshi p the previ ous week.

The ranki ng puts hi mabove one of Petronas Sauber's drivers, Brazilian
Pedro Di ni z, who was then ranked 248th. F1 world chanpi on M ka Hakki nen
currently tops the list.

Si nce then, Yoong has turned in two sensational performances with a
fifth and second pl aci ng i n Round Four and Fi ve of the chanpionship this
week.

Yoong, who signed with the British-based Al an Docki ng Racing Teamthis
year, has been racing in Europe since 1996 and planned to race in F1 by
t he year 2001.
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