31 AUG 1999
Mer deka- Young
YOUNG GENERATI ON' S PASSI ON FOR MERDEKA RECOGNI SED

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 31 (Bernama) -- The young generation feel proud that
no Il ess than the Prime Mnister hinmself has recogni sed their passion for
Mal aysi a' s National Day.

Cel ebrating the nation's 42nd day of independence today, the young are
happy that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | ast night "cleared" them of
al l egations that they got carried away in the chase for materialism did
not understand the neani ng of independence and unpatriotic.

"Today, | would like to thank the Prinme Mnister for clearing our
nane," sai d Mbhaned Azli Abdullah, 23, of Universiti Teknol ogi Mara.
Mohaned Azli, with four friends, were at Merdeka Square since 6amto

wi t ness the National Day parade.

They said they were proud of the successes achi eved by the country.

"W are proud of Datuk Azhar Mansor who sail ed solo around the world,
of the Read brothers who wal ked to the North Pole, of the teamthat scal ed
Mount Everest and the contribution of nbre than 140, 000 fornmer students of
Institut Teknol ogi Mara to devel opnent," he sai d.

Dr Mahathir |ast night expressed his happi ness at the huge turn-out of
the young generation at the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil here for a
Nati onal Day cel ebrati on.

In a video conferencing with Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters carried
live by Radi o Tel evision Ml aysia, he said it was a good sign for the
country.

T.J. Liew, 17, a gynrama performer in today's National Day cel ebration,
said very few of the young generation indul ged in |oafing.

"Most of us are good, we focus on our studies to achieve our anbitions.
We | ove our country and famly," she said.

A student of a private institution of higher |earning, Hafez Gsman, 21,
fromKl ang, said despite not participating in the parade, he and his famly
were at Merdeka Square since 6.30amto together cel ebrate Mal aysia's day of
i ndependence.

"Merdeka does not just nean to be free of foreign colonisation but to

be free in our thinking as well...always think of the can do spirit of our
Prime M nister and of our national heroes,"” he said.
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