05/ 10/ 1999

Yout h groups to give menorandumto UN

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Ummo and MCA Youth will submit a joint nenorandumto
the United Nations, calling for Asean to play the leading role in
peacekeepi ng operation in East Tinor.

The deci sion was reached at a neeti ng between the international bureaus
of the two noverments at Umo headquarters in Menara Dato' Onn.

Umo Yout h i nternational bureau chief Abdul Azi mMhd Zabi di and his
counterpart fromMCA FamLee Ee sai d the nmenorandumwoul d be submitted in
the next two or three days to the office of the world body at Wsnma UN
here.

Besi des t he deci si on on t he peacekeepi ng force, Famsaid the neeting had
al so agreed on two natters concerning the forner Portugese colony - to
respect the outcone of the referendumwhere the majority of East Tinorese
had opted for i ndependence; and restoration of peace and order by the UN
peacekeepi ng force.

The movenents' stand on t he peacekeepi ng operation echoed t hose of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad who had expressed his views | ast
week that Asean should take the | ead i nstead of Australia.

Dr Mahathir said that Australia should scal e down the size of its forces
and be |l ess belligerent inthe way it was goi ng about securing peace and
disarmng the mlitias in East Tinor.

Abdul Azimsaid it was regrettable that sone Asean countries had not
been firmin expressing their views on Australia's dom nance in the
peacekeepi ng operati on.

"So far, only Ml aysia has expressed its stand while the others are
keepi ng quiet," Abdul Azi msaid.

On Australia's role in the peacekeepi ng operation, Famsaid t hey
regretted the heavy-handed approach adopted by the country and its
sincerity in wanting to hel p East Ti nor.

On clainms by Pas that Mal aysia intended to seek diplomatic ties with
I srael follow ng the neeting between Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Hami d Al bar and his counterpart David Levy in New York recently, Abdul
Azimsaid the party was only good at spreading lies.

"The two | eaders did neet but this does not nean that Ml aysia wants to
establish diplomatic relations,” he said.
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