22/ 06/ 1999
YTL's RML5m pl an to nake Bukit Bi ntang a shoppi ng haven

Prat ap Parameswar an
YTL Cor p Bhd nanagi ng director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh said the group will
spend RMLO millionto RML5 million to devel op the Bukit Bintang area into
Kual a Lunmpur' s shoppi ng haven.
Unvei ling the Bukit Bi ntang Shopping Di strict Master Pl an yesterday,
Yeoh said the area conmi ng under the newl ook will be called the Star Hill
Precinct and will revolve principally around the Ritz-Carlton and JW
Marriott hotels and the Star Hi Il and Lot 10 shopping malls, all of which
the group owns.
The four | andmark buildings are all in Bukit Bintang, the very heart of
the city's shopping district.
Expected to be in pl ace by Decenber 1, Star Hill Precinct will feature
"al fresco" dining, hawker centres, retail outlets and other attractions
torival that of Knightsbridge of London and Newbury Street of Boston.
The area wi Il have aquariuns and plants to Il end an eco-friendly air to
t he whol e precinct, Yeoh said.
YTL has appointed architects and | andscape artists with work al ready
havi ng started on parts of the overall project, he said, adding that it is
subj ect to the approvals of Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
and Kual a Lunpur City Hall.
Yeoh said the Bukit Bintang area is currently suffering frompoor
infrastructure, and thus i s not shopping friendly. "The 400, 000- person
catchnent is not being caught as it (the area) is not coordi nated."
In contrast, the KLCC Suria Shoppi ng Centre captures a human traffic of
500, 000 peopl e duri ng weekends al one, Yeoh sai d during a question-and-
answer session after a briefing together with sone retailers of Lot 10 and
Star Hill held in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.
In his presentation earlier, Yeoh said Mal aysi a has | agged behi nd ot her
maj or Asian cities inretailing and is an under-retail ed market that has
potential for significant expansi on, hel ped by a conpetitiveringgit.
He appl auded the Government's nmove in renoving all inport duties on
handbags, shoes, |uggage, |eather goods, accessories and related itens,
whi ch he said is opportune given that retailers are beginning to see sal es
pi cki ng up.
Yeoh noted that sone retail ers of high-end consunmer goods are now
i ncreasing their floor space and expanding their stores here with sone
franchi se hol ders i n Mal aysi a expl ori ng nore opportunities.
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