09 JAN 1999
Zahar ah- Appoi nt ment
ZAHARAH EXPECTS TO GET PORTFOLI O RELATED TO WOMVEN

KUANTAN, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man who has been
appointed a minister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent said she expected
to be given a portfolio related to wonen's affairs.

"I don't know yet but the PMdid nention about wonen's affairs to ne
yesterday," she told reporters on arrival at the Sultan Ahnad Shah airport,
here.

She said she might also be involved in the econom c agenda of the
country which was currently undergoi ng recovery process under the
| eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

"I''mconfident that resources available to wonen could be used to
stinmul ate greater devel opnment and progress to the country," she said.

Siti Zaharah, who is also Wanita Unmo | eader, was appoi nted as M ni ster
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment (JPM in a Cabinet reshuffle announced
by Dr Mahathir after chairing the Umo Supreme Council (MI) neeting.
Initially, she was announced as a Deputy Mnister in the JPM but Dr
Mahathir clarified this norning that Siti Zaharah was appointed as a
m ni ster.

Siti Zaharah, who served as a Deputy Mnister in the JPMin 1986,
descri bed her appointnent as a full mnister as a sort of honecom ng but
with w der duties.

She said it was al so a wel cone new year gift to her and to Wanita Umo

Siti Zaharah said the increase in the nunber of wonmen minister showed
that the Prime Mnister took note of the struggle of wonen for the country.

Two ot her wormen ministers are Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Datin Paduka
Zal eha | smai |

On the MI''s decision not to hold party election at the next Umo
general assenbly, she said it was made in the interest of the country and
stability of the party.

"Nati onal devel oprment is inmportant and we must focus on genera
el ection, current issues and restoring confidence of the people in nationa
| eader shi p," he said.
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