19/ 06/ 1999

Zahid to chart new agenda to strengthen party

FORMER Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahnmad Zahi d Hani di, who sparked a
controversy during | ast year's assenbly by speaki ng about cronyi smand
nepoti sm said he was now charting a new agenda to strengthen the party.

He said he accepted the remarks by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i n hi s openi ng speech at the assenbly yesterday with an
open heart.

Li kening the remarks to "an advice froma father to his son", Zahid
vowed to give his full support to the party | eadership.

In his speech, Dr Mahat hir spoke at | ength on how his former deputy
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad attenpted to toppl e the Umo | eadershi p by
usi ng hi s henchnmen to openly accuse the Governnent of nepotism and
cronyi sm

Dr Mahat hir had singl ed out Zahi d, who was then the Umo Youth chief, as
havi ng been directed by Anwar to speak on cronyi smand nepoti smwhen
addressi ng the Umo Youth general assenbly | ast year.

"This has becone history in my political career which | consider closed.
As division chief, | have areponsibility towards the peopl e under ny
di vi sion."

He said he woul d nake a resolution to chart a new agenda to strive to
strengthen the party.

"I realise it is pointless to argue over issues which are irrelevant to
the party and that there i s a bigger agenda for the Mal ay conmunity to
focus on."

Speaking to reporters after Dr Mahathir's policy speech, Zahid said a
| ot needed to be done to preserve Umo's strength.

He urged menbers to avoid friction anong thensel ves as this could
j eopar di se the conducive climate that has contributed to the economc
growt h and harnony anmong t he peopl e.
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