23 DEC 1999
Zahi r- Att endence
ZAH R VELCOVES MAHATHI R S WARNI NG TO TRUANT BN MP' S

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
directive to Barisan Nasional MPs to be present at all Dewan Rakyat
meetings is appropriate and tinmely, said Speaker Tun Mohamed Zahir Ismail.

"l hope that with this directive, we can see an inprovenent in the
attendence of the MPs," Zahir told reporters at Parlianment | obby.

He was conmmenting on the prinme mnister and BN chai rman's warning to BN
MPs that their attendence of Dewan Rakyat sittings was being nonitored in
the wake of their poor attendence including during this week's four-day
sitting.

Zahir said that the poor attendence gave the inpression that the MPs
did not respect the august house.

"There are not nany people present sonmetines...it appears as if the
house is not respected by its nenbers,"” he said.

Replying to a question, Zahir said there was no difference in the | evel
of attendence since the house began sitting in the norning.

He said starting the neetings in the norning hel ped outstaion MPs as
they would be able to spend all their tine in Parlianent.

Gover nnent Backbenchers C ub (BBC) president Datuk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis
said it was the responsibility of all MPs to attend Dewan Rakyat neetings.

He said BN MPs should view seriously Dr Mahathir's warning about their
at t endence.

PAS MP Husam Musa, when asked for his viewon the matter, said the nopve
to nonitor the attendence of BN MPs was appropri ate.

He said ministers too should attend Dewan Rakyat sittings unless they
had ot her inportant engagenents.
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