13/ 12/ 1999

Zai nal Abidin thankful to PM

| POH, Sun. - Datuk Zainal Abidin Zin, a forner Semangat 46 vi ce-president
who rej oi ned Umo | ast year, yesterday thanked Prinme M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for giving himthe opportunity to serve in his

Cabi net .

Zainal, 59, the new y-appointed Deputy Hone M nister, said it was rare
for soneone |i ke himto serve under Dr Mahathir again after a | apse of 12
years.

The Bagan Serai Menber of Parlianent |ast held the Post, Energy and
Tel ecommuni cations Deputy M nister post in 1987 before he was dropped.

"This is the second tinme Dr Mahathir has put his faith in ne, the first
was when he chose ne as a candidate to contest in Bagan Serai in the
recent el ection.

"It is an endorsenent of his faith and a recognition of my support for
himas well as the support of all my constituents,"” he said.

Zainal, a forner teacher who joined Umo in 1965, first contested the
@Qunong Semanggol State seat in 1978 and won. Subsequently, he was
appoi nted the State Executive Councillor for Agriculture.

In 1982, he won the Bagan Serai parlianentary seat and was appoi nt ed
parlianmentary secretary for the Land and Regi onal Devel opnent M nistry.

Zai nal, who was al so the Deputy Works M nister from1984-86, said the
Home M nistry would be an entirely newfield for him

"Even though it is only the Deputy's post, it is still a heavy
responsibility and | will carry out my duties to the best of my ability,"
he said.

On Barisan Nasional |osing the GQunung Semanggol State seat to Pas,
Zainal said the battle was not yet lost and there was still time town
back the support of the people.

Gunong Semanggol is one of the two State seats in the Bagan Serai
parliamentary constituency.
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