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WHY is it that some foreign rights groups
get dl worked up when some Malaysian
ersonalities whose names they Could
ardly pronounce are detained by the au-
thorities under OSA or ISA or some other
legidation they described as  draconian
but which are dso, actudly, products of
their forefathers inventions? A gudent of
anthropology or psychology would draw
up a long list of theories on why they be-
have in such a way. But it'll &l boil down
to these outdders inability — even re
fusdl -~ to sympathise with what are, to
theTm, foreig?h In thisorir}f%mation r%:jh
nol e power r own ia
in Ogl)/ctaat?r_?g popular beliefs, and some-
times ther governments foreign policy,
play a part in influencing their views
about the world beyond their own back-
yards.

In such cases, their opinions of g- rp-
m~nts involved — usually of :zg-cziied
Te 1 ¥orid count 2§ — are p ~edictable,
IETERyp and Not yery nigh. in the ¢ ase
3she arfrests of four Malaysisrs fo; se-

Protect Journdists hes aso come out to
champion the freedom for the Maaysian
media following the arrest of the editor of an
Opposition party’s organ.

What's more disturbin
of these foreign groups, though, is the fact
that increesngly some locds ae snging
the chorus, 'SOmetimes louder than the
origind fordgn tune Some have become
even more enthusiastic and vociferous
than their foreign counterparts in criti-
cising and condemning the authorities.
But unlike the foreign rights groups, the
Maavsan outfits seem quite happy to be
quoted by the foreign media for hifting out
a their own Government and the system
that has brou%?t about the peace and
harmony that they themsdves are obvi-
ously taking for granted. But when it
comes to severe violations in other coun-
tries by the very governments that preach
the virtues of democr, and freedom of
rights, very few dared to tdl London or
Washington to play by the rules of inter-
nationd law. The Pinoche saga is just the

than the ranting

dition this week, they see the Maaysian
Government as intolerant and  draconian.
They condemn what they see as an a-
tempt a further suppressing freedom of
the press without bothering to find out if
that freedom had been abused beyond
reasonable limits for some narrow politi-
cd and, commercd %an. They dlege that
the action was politicaly motivated and
overlooked the fact that the two Opposi-
tion members among the four arrested
have very little palitica influence left of-
ter their defeats in November's generd
elections.

Maaysa has “agian resorted to strong-
am tactics to glence its critics rather
than playing by the rules of internationd
law”, according to Robert Vaenik of the
New York-based Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights. The Southeast Asan Press
Alliance in an open letter to Prime Minis
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
expressesoutrageatthearrestsoftheeditor
and printer and demands that charges be
dropped. The New York-based Committeeto

laest in a stringbtgf incidents regarded by
a few as judice considered la/ many as
serious violation of rights. Remember
Noriega, who was abducted in his country
and taken out againgt his will to be sub-
jected to foreign laws and standards? And
Ben Laden. And Saddam Hussain. What if
it happens to a Malaysian?

Yes, in this country, as in other coun-
tries, citizens are detained for dl kinds of
offences or to facilitate investigation into
charges agang them or others. This is not
a lawless country and politicians or edi-
tors of Opposition newdetters cannot be
placed above the law, which is what some
of the rights groups seem to suggest. The
important thing is that the process of jus
tice in Maaysa must be dlowed to be
caried out and seen to be carried out. In
their eagerness to get ther voices heard,
it is hoped that the rights groups, whether
they are based in New York or Kuala
Lumpur, do not try to obstruct this pro-
cess.
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