1 Wasnot forced
out, says Sanusi

Former MB blames interndl
dispute for BN losses

Sri_Sanusi Junid said his
decison to quit the post of
Kedah mentrl besar was nei-
ther due to pressure nor
prompted by force.

The decison was his own
and not due to media attacks
agang him, he sad in an
Interview  with Mingguan
Malaysia. )

The main reason he cited
for his decison was that cer-
tan quarters within Umno
itself had been working
agangd him right from the
start. _

This, he sad, had affected
the state Umno’s perfor-
mance in the recent generd
dection.

Sanus added that the con-
troversy which existed three-
and-a-hdf years ago when he
assumed Office amidst pro-
tess from Umno exco mem-
bers was common knowl-

espite being either
Umno members or leaders,
Sanus sad. his opponents
were neverthdess — happy
with the Barisan Nasional’s
(BN) _ dection ormance
this time around and had
regjoiced after he quit.
The BN lost eght
mentarv seats and_ 1
sedts to-the Oé)pos tion.
Sanus sad that if Umno
resident Datuk Seri Dr
ahathir Mohamad had
wanted him to quit, he knew
that he did not have to exert

arlia-
date

nressure or resort to force.

“(If) he asks me to resign,
| will certainly do so becalse
he was the one who appoint-
ed me. The MB pogt is not my
persond inheritance. In thiS
caxe, | was not pressured or
fo_rged. | quit on my own,” he
sd.

He was commenting on
popular belief that his deci-
sion was prompted by pres-
aure from Umno members
, besides “those a the top”
and what he had previoudy
mentioned as media “at-

tacks'. .
Apart from explaining the
main_reason for quitfing,
Senus, 56, dso mentioned
the “ambitious projects’ in
Kedah and the hared the
state’s civil servants felt

ther the codition's dismd
dection performance in Ke-
dah, paticulaly Umno's,
was due to his falure to con-
vince the people about the
dae government and -the
loss confidence of Umno
members in his leedership.

Sanusi said his failure
was not related to his_ability
to run thﬁe date, WhICIh hfe
was sure he was capadle 0
but rather in the handling of
Umno's dfars.

“All the issues forwarded
have been answered and the
ceramah speskers have been
trhgged and numerous taks

“However, | can't to
people outsde K who
cast postal balots.
~“I dso could not address
issues raised bv those com-
ing from outstation such as
Kuaa Lumpur who returned
for the dections and brought

d KL’s litical  senti-
mg%” he sai%?
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