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lx,51 I’VI*II if he is challenged. 
I III’ !n,ltl III watch is Dc~puty 
1’1 1111,’ Milllstcr Datuk Set? 
~Il~tlull~~l~ l(;idawl, IIr Ma- 
l~.~lhir’s current number two, 
:v110 i\ hving groomc4 by him 
IO I;rkc r)\lsr when hc dies or 
tt~~c~itlr3 to retire 

Ahdull,lh has a hard act to 
l’oll~~w. Me has a major task 
IO rrstoro ideological, polit- 
IWI, i4amic and moral rec- 
I tt udc ;tmong Umno members 
(I) stop tht~ rot in the party. 

II would ccrl;linlv take a 
l(5\der of con’;itleral;ie vision 
((1 slytar Ihe n:ition following 
I)r Muhathlr’s departure. 
;\tx!ull;th’s supprrrrcrs zx4ert 
lh1.tt. m;~u is capahlc coven if 
~olourl~~!~. Many arc c:tu- 
INN<. (‘v(‘u Lmxious. Abdul. 
l:lh, I ;IIU c~onlident, will be 
,lhk~ tc1 (‘O,K 

I IN’ clrlginal Association of 
\;~1~lllI I .is1 Asian Nations 
( .4:1c*Ct11) ~rf I’IVC~ mcmbcrs IS 
now 10, hringing, for the first 
11n1(’ in Ihe history of the 
Soulh-East Asia, all nations 
within the region into a sm- 
glis :,yslern of sorts. 

Asran now has land bor- 
dcrs with China and India 
making them immediate 
nrighbours. The 10 Asean 
nations are at various stages 
(If development. Laos, 
Myanmur and Cambodia are 
Lhe poorest. 

Indonesia, the most pop- 
ulous (and fourth most pop- 
ulous nation in the world) has 
one of the lowest per capita 
incomes. 

East Timor started it; now 
Indonesia is being cursed by 
religious strifes and it does 
slir fears in many quarters 
a bout the disintegration of the 
sprawling archipelago. 

Myanmar and Vietnam will 
or can present the problems 
facing Indonesia as evidence 
lhal only strong governments 
work in a region where 
democracy is a relatively new 
political institution. 

What works well in one 
country does not automati- 
cally follow in another. The 
Ascan Economic Crisis of 
I997 was a tragedy. 

After three years Asean 
economies are bouncing 
b:lck. ‘Two or three Asean 
‘I lgcrs will again roar. Cer- 
I~Iltlly, Singapore which 
proved to be the most resil- 
icsnt ;+mong the 10. 

‘I’hc cjty-state is a virtual 
one-party nation hut its lead- 
tArship is as clean as potiti- 
clans and government can 
be; ;ind you should look for- 
ward to a Singaporean refor- 
m;ltion - political and eco- 
nomic us it tries to be ahead 
of c,omprlitmn from its neigh- 
l)ours. 

M;ttaysla, LO he sure, is the 
Illher nution, also ‘I‘hailand 
cind p~‘~~l!aps the Philippines. 

lhc signs are already in 
c~v~tl~wc~. ‘l‘hc ~ed~4ined na- 
flOnCll lIl;ltlS, lc’ssims learnt 
.IIKI ~;lohA~iSiitioll would fur- 

I)I M,lll;!tltlt \iill !~‘I.I:II ~IY, lht.1, bro&n aud deepen the 

THE Harvard Asia By’siness Conference “Asia at the 
Dawn of the Millcnni(lm” held at Harvard Business 
School, Boston on 28-29 January, at which I was a 
panellist for two sessions, produced plenty of cheers for 
what was perceived as East Asia’s quick recovery from 
the Asian Economic Crisis of 1997-98. 

Malaysia’s example of rejecting the IMF medicine 
was held up as a success story compared with Indone- 
sia in particular, even Thailand. I told the panel on US 
Foreign Policy that the outgoing World Bank chief 
economist Joseph Stiglitz said that the interests of the 
poor countries had never been adequately represented 
at international fora. 

Stiglitz now agreed, now that he no longer is muzzled, 
with Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
that the cause of the Asian financial crisis were the 
international financial markets that were the root of 
the problem. 

My indictment of the US foreign policy lacking con- 
sistency, morality, a litany of double standards and 
ambivalence was strongly supported by Mr Jerome 
Cohen, law professor at New York University, the 
conference’s moderator on US Foreign policy towards 
Asia. Professor Wachman of the Fletcher School of 
Diplomacy did not disagree. 

aualitv of the lives of the oeo- 
$e of’these nations. ’ 

We have learned that cap- 
italism has to be an honest 
system to work well. 

A lack of corruption (hon- 
estly, you cannot realistical- 
ly wipe out corruption in all 
its insidious manifes- 
tations), efficiency, more 
transparency and good gov- 
ernance create wealth and 
even if we are in favour of 
meritocracy and more entre- 
preneur creativity and activ- 
ity we cannot just simply dis- 
mantle the policy of affirma- 
tive action which is to correct 
a gross economic imbalance 
and restructure society with- 
out causing social upheavals. 

As a result of Ihe affir- 
mative action we have been 
successful in creating a de- 
gree of social cohesion that 
guarantees political stability 
which is essential for (‘co- 
nomic development dnd 
wealth creation. 

because it has u strong, prag- 
matic and well-tested politi- 
cal leadership, committed to 
dumtjcracy, moderation and 
economic growth. 

This IS a Malaysian phe- 
nomcnon th;il W;IS and will 
remain ii basic, tactor in thi, 
Malaysian SU~CI’SS story. 

A<cau failed 11) respond 10 
the t,.ast ‘Itrnc~l’ t,risls nor 
could it gal near force; fast 
enough to make It an Asean 
operation instead of an Aussie 
exercise backed by the US 
and other Western nations. 

This, notwithstanding, 
Asean has a future. ‘The eco- 
nomic recuvery taking place 
in the Ascan rcg:lon-faster 
than originally expected - 
should help SmOoth 
some bilateral troubles be- 
twca[3n Malaysia and Singa- 
port iind between US and the 
Philippines. 

I iust could not imagine 
wh;lt the region would be 
without Asean and the world 

Malaysia has succeeded wirhoiit the United Nations. 



of’ the millennium 
Cohen said Washington should be consistent about its 

human rights policy. The US could not have one human 
rights policy for China while it is mute about Saudi 
Arabia where human rights does not exist, adding be- 
sides even human rights in the US itself needed huge 
improvements. The panel agreed. 

The US non-payment of its debts to the United Na- 
tions is “a disgrace and totally unacceptable”. Wash- 
ington’s super power status does not entitle it to include 
non-payment of obligatory dues. 

Cohen also condemned Washington’s “fuzzy rela- 
tionships” with China and Taiwan. 

At both panels I spoke there were no tears for the 
sacked former deputy prime minister Datuk Seri An- 
war Ibrahim. Three speakers referred to him briefly 
when commenting on Malaysia, two only wanted to 
know the status of his sodomy trial while Cohen said 
perhaps Anwar should come to Harvard (after he has 
done his time in jail) following in the footsteps of Ninoy 
Acquino (the Philippines), Francis Seow (Singapore) 
and Kim Dae Jung, the President of South Korea. 

Douglas Paal (he is Anwar’s good friend) though 
listed as a panellist did not show up. He was described 
as the president of Asia-Pacific Policy Centre. 

around the time the United 
Nations was founded. 

I thought, then and now, the 
United Nations would be a 
useful instrument for build- 
ing and maintaining interna- 
tional security and-peace. 

The United Nations was 
established based on agree- 
ment between the then five 
big Powers - the US, USSR. 
Britain, France and. China: 
Now, as I said earlier on, 
there is no balance of power. 

The US is all-powerful and 
it comes as no great suprise 
that Washington has and will 
use pressures to gain politi- 
cal and economic advan- 
tages all over the wclrld. 

This has hem runlii med by 
the Transparency Inter- 
national. What surprises us 
why did it take such a long 
time for Transparency lnl 
ternaLiona1, suppcrsedly a 
watchdog agency against 
abuses of power, to recog- 
nise the imperialistic ways of 
Uncle Sam? 

We must continue to work 
harder to makeourselves rel- 
evant in the post - financial 
crisis Asia. 

“People more often need to 
br teminded than to be in- 
formed.” Dr JOhnSOn was 
right, and never more than 
today, 

“Thu end of the Cold War 
and what happened and art: 
happening following the de- 
mise of communism, have 
forced us to relearn how to 
react to events and how to 
interpret them. 

“We are now in an un- 
precedented period because 
for the first time ever there 
IS only one superpower, the 
US. There is no longer a no- 
tion of “balance of power” in 
global polltics in the sense 
that existed a mere dozen 
years ago. 

‘The question is will this sit- 
uation persist? 

1 was born two-and-half 
years before the Second 
World War and went to school 

Washington has and will 
use human rights to advance 
and sustain its hegemony, 
and many people believe 
there is no escape from 
American power politics, 
double standards and the pol- 
itics of ends, not means. 

My country and others 
know too well, the US will 
raise human rights, trans- 
parency, corruption and 
nepotism to manoeuvre 
against nations which dare 
oppose it or refuse to bow or 
kow-tow to its wishes. 

Optimists see another su- 
perpower emerging even- 
tually either through the 
decay of the US or as a re- 
sult of an outright challenge. 

Global communications 
will change the political land- 
scape. The American hege- 
monic dominance will con- 
tinue until either China, the 
European Community or a 
revitalised Russia emerges to 
challenge the US’ superpow- 
er status. 

Weapons of mass de- 
struction have not disap- 

peared and non-proliferation 
has now been undermined by 
nuclear tests in India and 
Pakistan. 

1 do not believe a Third 
World War will occur, and I 
pray not during my time on 
this planet anyway or for the 
forseeable future after my 
departure. However, war 
itself will not disappear, it 
will continue to be regional 
or local, more often perhaps 
within the states than be- 
tween nations. 

American foreign policy 
towards Asia is firm in some 
areas, ambivalent and 
downright contradictory in 
other instances. 

What determines it is not 
right or wrong, rather real- 
politik and US’ vital strate- 
gic interests. Washington 
does not practise what it 
preaches, its foreign policy 
often becomes subversive 
and actions are taken with- 
out regard to conscience and 
morality. 

I am sure most of the au- 
dience must be aware of this 
even the most liberal or pa- 
triotic Americans. The US 
harps about human rights 
and democracy in some 
Asian nations but is yet mute 
on the same issue when it 
involves some of its West 
Asian allies and good friends 
in other parts of the world. 

I have nothing against the 
US’ West Asian allies. They 
are free to run their coun- 
tries as they deem fit. But 
why doesn’t the US agitate 
and push for democracy 
where there is none; more 
human rights where in some 
places the record is abys- 
mall. 

The US seems to be 
strangely lacking in initia- 
tive and drive over these is- 
sues in that Dart of the world. 

What is troubling me is the 
fundamental problem that 
there are nations that are 
simply being left behind by 
the onward progress of glo- 
balisation. 

Global issues such as 
population, drugs, AIDS, the 
environment and human 
rights are going to come 
much more t< the fore. 

As the world shrinks, we 
feel we shall have an in- 
creasing sense of the need 
for an international order. 
Globalisation may be a good 
thing for the West and de- 
veloped societies, but it can 
also be a disaster for the 
poor. 

The US’ foreign policy 
should go slow on human 
riahts, let human rights 
evolve as it must event<ally 
be. Many of the 188-member 
nations of the United Nations 
have only become nation 
states in the last few years, 
and the Americans must 
strive to understand why 
they are so keen and enthu- 
siastic to hang on to their 
independence. They are ouor’. 

The Harvard Business School 
has more money or can gca- 
crate more funds than many 
individual countries grus*, do 
mestic product. 

The 21st century, like the 
previous one, is an American 
century. 

What 1 hope for is 
Washington would refrain 
from its bullying ways; learn 
to persuade and influence 
people, less arm-twisting, 
desist organising opposition 
groups and funding wars 
though proxies and clients. 

There exists a great hope 
out there, a realisable dream 
in the American century 
because of the possibilities of 
cross-cultural fertiltsation 
through new technologies. 

It can be a centurv whtare 
we can 11ve in p&ce and 
prosperity while simulta- 
neously enjoying and re- 
specting each other’s ways 
and cultures as we come to 
know more about them. 

It is tragic that, just as we 
need a strong international 
organisation, the United 
Nations is starved of fund 
caused mainly by the only 
remaining superpower and a 
founding father of the or- 
ganisation. 

The US today dominates 
the world body in a rather 
spectaculgr way. The US 
must pay its obligatory 
debts. 

To be fair, the US is 
not the only nation to be 
blamed. Often the United 
Nations is sidelined by its 
own member states. 

What happened in East 
Timor, Bosnia and Kosovo 
were unforgiveable because 
they were forseeable. There 
have been too many interna- 
tional vacillations. 

Perhaps, the United Na- 
tions should be given its own 
military police force. The 
United Nations should be 
made more visible in Wash- 
ington and accorded greater 
importance by the US. 

The US must re-engage 
itself with the United Na- 
tions. If  the United Nations 
could not provide interna- 
tional order then who could? 

In 1997 South-East Asia 
faced the sort of economic 
crisis we can well do without. 
We have learned our lessons 
well. 

We should teach c)ur 
children, and if they, m turn, 
teach theirs and give them 
an even better head-slart 
than they enloycd, they may 
yet have their Pacific Cen- 
tury. 

0 7k w.riILlr 115 Mulqr I- 
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