
Umno Shpreme Council 

THE Umno Supreme 
Council yesterday approved 
a code of ethics for party 
elections in May. The code 
governs the conduct of both 
aspiring candidates and 
party meml ?rs during the 
campaigning and election 
process. 

Umno president Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
said the code of ethics was 
drawn up to prevent abuse 
of power and money politics 
by candidates contesting 
for seats on the party’s 
SuDreme Council. 

“We have full confidence 
that Umno members will . 
not do anything to tarnish 
the party’s image. Of 
course we cannot spell out 
every detail in the code of 
ethics. They will have to use 
their own judgement,” he 
said. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference after chairing the 
Umno Supreme Council 
meeting in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday, the Prime Min- 
ister said party members 
should realise the impor- 
tance of self-discipline. 

Elaborating on the code 
of ethics, Umno manage- 
ment and disciplinary 
committee chairman Datuk 
Seri Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi said it prohibits 
candidates from giving 
donations or using money 
with the intention of win- 
ning votes. 

“Umno divisions them- 
selves cannot organise 
anything on behalf of can- 
didates, for example ar- 
ranging meetings with 
delegates to the general 
assembly. The divisions 
cannot ask for funds to fi- 
nance their programmes,” 
he said. 

Abdullah said the code 
also prohibits the candi- 
dates from sponsoring del- 
egates to the general as- 
sembly, for example by 
paying for their fares, 
acommodation, or giving 
them allowances. 

He said under the code, 

candidates also cannot 
abuse their powers or cur- 
rent positions to win votes. 
This includes incentives or 
threats, or for instance, a 
candidate hosting a dinner 
for delegates paid for by 
government funds. 

“Or for example, if a 
candidate is head of a state 
economic development 
corporation (SEDC), he 
cannot use SEDC buses to 
transport delegates from 
their divisions to the gen- 
eral assembly with the in- 
tention of winning votes,” 
Abdullah said. 

He said if there is proof of 
such activities, the candi- 
date can lose his right to 
contest. The code will be 
distributed to all Umno di- 
visions and any party 

member can submit a re- 
port if they have sufficient 
evidence. 

Asked if the code of ethics 
shows that the Umno Su- 
preme Council is restricting 
the freedom of party 
members, Dr Mahathir 
said: “We are not restrict- 
ing their freedom. If they 
‘want to do something 
against the code, they must 
be willing to accept any 
action against them. 

“Anywhere you go, there 
are codes of ethics. A per- 
son who lives without a 
culture or noble values be- 
comes a useless human 
being. (Are they saying) If 
we cannot give money (to 
win votes) then we are not 
free?” 

Dr Mahathir said Umno 

of ethics 

is free and democratic. 
stressing that the no-con: 
test for the top two posts of 
president and deputy pres- 
ident is only an advice and 
not a directive. 

“If they do not want to 
listen to our advice, they 
can do whatever they want. 
We advised it for the good of 
the party. If they are too 
eager to be leaders and 
Umno falls apart, they will 
become empty leaders,” he 
added. 

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said 
the Umno Supreme Council 
meeting also discussed how 
to ensure the right infor- 
mation is disseminated to 
Umno leaders and mem- 
bers. As an example, Dr 
Mahathir said Umno 
members faced difficulties 

to answer recent rumours 
about his health (while on 
vacation overseasj because 
they did not get the right 
information. 

“But I reminded them 
that rumours about my 
death and my health have 
been spread many times 
and were all proven false, 
so they can comfortably say 
that there is no basis for 
such rumours, and those 
who spread the rumours 
can wait for me to return 
home to see for them- 
selves ” he added 

Dr ‘Mahathir ‘said the 
same difficulty is faced by 
Umno leaders and mem- 
bers when answering alle- 
gations about abuse of 
power and money politics in 
Umno. 

“We will conduct special 
sessions to give clear ex- 
planations about all this, so 
that they can better reply to 
such allegations,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Abdullah also 
disclosed that 35 Umno 
members have been ex- 
pelled from the party while 
another 386 will receive 
show-cause letters for 
supporting the opposition 
during the last general 
elections. 
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