
PM outhes strategies 
to achieve k-economv 
By LOKMAN MAiUSOR 

1F VISION 2020 represents 
the first strategic step into 
the Information Age, the 
next step is to e7fect a 
quantum leap which will re- 
make Malaysian corpora- 
tions and re-invent Malav- 
Sian society, says Prime 
Minister Datuk Set-i Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad. 

In outlining the “Strategic 
Initiative One” of the Zlst 
Century to steer the country 
towards a knowledge-based 
economy, or k-economy, he 
said the Government has 
already started the process 
of drafting the K-Economv 
Master Plan mentioned in 
the 2000 Budget. 

‘6By the end of September 
this vear, Insva Allah, we 
will adopt a National Stra- 
tegic Plan. Manv of the vi- 
ta7 measures that will need 
to be taken will be incor- 
porated in the budget to be 
presented in &tober this 
year,*’ Dr Mahathir said at 
the opening of the Second 
World Knowledge Confer- 
ence in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday. 

“A series of concrete 
Plans of Action in Key 
Strategic Areas will be 

completed within one year. 
The whole orocess of na- 
tional consultation, brain- 
storming, drafting and na- 
tional mobilisation should 
be completed within 18 
months from this day,” he 
said. 

What needs to be done 
include developing excellent 
educational systems, and 
achieving the highest 
standards with regards to 
skills, devotion to knowl- 
edm, self-improvement. 
and language Lompetencei 
the Prime Minister said. 

“We must bring out- 
standing Malaysians who 
have matured elsewhere 
back to their country. But 
equally importantly, in the 
days ahead we must reach 
out to the four corners of the 
world to ensure a massive 
brain gain, an infusion of 
men and women of ex- 
traordinary talent, cre- 
ativity, knowledge, skill and 
other capabilities. We must 
take them wherever thev 
are from ” he added, 

Dr Mahathir said the 
time will come soon when 
Malaysia has to set the 
target of reducing the 
number of foreign workers 
in the country by 100,000 a 
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L K-Economy Master Plan being drafted 
t- National Strategic Plan to be adopted by 

end-September 
t- Vital measures incorporated in Budget 2001 
t- Concrete Plans of Action completed within 

one year 
L Whole process from consultation to 

mobilisation effected within 18 months 

L Excellence in education at all levels 
L Reverse the brain drain 
t- Massive infusion of talent from the world 
I- First rate National Media System 
L 100% basic IT literacy and enhanced 

language skills 
L Private and public sector reforms 

year; and the number of 
unskilled, low-knowledge 
workers by 95,000. 

competitiveness. But much, 

At the same time, the 
economy and society must 
be enriched through the 
annual infusion of 5,000 ex- 
traordinary world citizens 
of extraordinary talent, 
creativity, knowledge, skill, 
and networking. 

“The whole area of hu- 
man capital is critical to our 
performance and global 
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justice are never neglected. 
“We must be prepared to 

examine every sacred cow, 
to give up every pre-con- 
ceived notion...to face re- 
ality. We must embrace 

learn. Harder still, we t’UUSt 
unlearn. 

“We must remember tU 
forget oId ways. We must 
force ourselves into new 

m&h more needs to be 
done,” Dr Mahathir said. 

For example, Malaysia 
requires a first-rate Na- 
tional Media System, which 
will include the Internet and 
other IT innovations. 
Newspapers, magazines, 
books, television and radio 
will remain important as 
they will be increasingly 
accessed through the In- 
ternet. 

habits. We must build the 
new processes, institutions 
and organisations that are 
necessary for the Informa- 
tion Age.” 

He stressed that the 
pursuit of “Strategic Inl- 
tiative One” does not mean 
the abandonment of the 
country’s industrial back- 
bone, which today contrib- 
utes more than 31 per Cent 
of the gross domestic 
product and provides 3? Per 

“This country must most 
seriously enhance the pro- 
duction and supply of in- 
formation, knowledge and 
wisdom to ensure their ac- 
cessibility to all our people 
in every area of work. 

“Functional literacy 
must be broadened to all, 
including the very old. We 
must aim for 100 per cent 
basic IT literacy. We must 
vigorously build on our 
language skills,” Dr Ma- 
hathir added. 

There will also be a need 
for reform in the private 
and public sectors, in par- 
ticular to do away with the 
traditional “sulit syn- 
drome” or “Great Infor- 
mation Hoard”, where in- 
formation coveted, 
hidden and h&ded. 

“They will have to oper- 
ate according to new rules 
of transparency, new reg- 
ulations for disclosure, new 
processes of corporate and 
public sector governance,” 
he said. 

In the process, Malaysia 
must make sure that the 
short- and long-term social 
effects are fully understood 
and proactively responded 
to, and equity and social 
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cent of all jobs. 
“we are among the most 

industrialised economies on 
earth and we are not going 
to fall down the industrial 
ladder, no matter how 
many will try to push or puff 
US off. We are also one of 
the most open econo- 
mies...we live and we dre on 
trade. Last year, more than 
33 per cent of our exports 
were manufactured goods,” 
he said. 
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