Daim refutes

By ZETY FAZILAH
BAHARUDDIN \

FINANCE Minister Tun
Daim Zainuddin yesterday
brushed off speculation that
he plans to resign from the
Cabinet, but told a news
conference that his work to
revive the country’s econ-
omy is almost completed.
hese are al rumours.
Not true,” he said, when
asked about market talk of
his resignation which began
spreading late last week
and dampened sentiment on
the local stock market,
The Kuaa Lumpur ‘Stock
Exchange Composite Index

closed Q)gr cent Iower

881.93 points yesterday from
last Friday’s 891.25 points.

The re-inclusion of Ma
laysia into the Morgan Stan-
ley Capitad Internationa
indices on June | aso could
not help the market hold its
900-point resistance level.

Daim said he will leave it
to Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
to decide on his posts in the
Government. Daim is aso
Special Functions Minister
and Umno treasurer.

“1 was requested to come
back and | came back. If
they say there are other
suitable candidates, then I'll

he said, while stressing
that his work is amost
done.

Daim also denied ru-
mours of a rift between him
and Dr Mahathir, saying: “
have no difference of opi n-
ions with the Prime Minis-
ter. | will advise, he de
cides”

Asked again if he felt his
work was done, Daim said:
“Work is never finished.
There will aways be new
matters arising al the time,
and they have got to be at-
tended to.”

Nevertheless, he main-
tained that there are many
others who are capable of
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taklng over from him.

“There are many of them,
those who are very knowl-
edgeable, who are talented,
who know the country well,
who know the economy well.
I can name hundreds of
them if you want, but we
have no time unfortunate-
ly,” he said.

Rumours of arift between
Daim and Dr Mahathir re-
surfaced after former Bank
Negara adviser Nor Mo-
hamed Yakcop’s appoint-
ment as gpecia financia
adviser to the Prime Minis-
ter, a move analysts saw as
curtailing Daim’s position.
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