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regulations up to 2003

By EIRMALASARE BANI

PROTON Wagja, the country’s
fira localy-desgned car, has
conformed to and met dl the
necessary regulations up to
2003, the year when dl tariff
bariers for intra-Asean trade
induding the austomotive sec-
tor, are to be substantially
lowered.

Perusahaan Otomobil Na-
sond Bhd (Proton) director
of operations Datuk Kisai
Rahmat said the company
plans to manufacture as
many Wajes as possble by
dedicating_one of its facilities
in Shah Alam which has an
annua capacity of producing
up to 50,000 Proton cars for
its production.

“We bdieve tha Wga is a
good car. It has conformed
and met all the regulations
up to perhaps 2003. Whatever
requirements for crash-wor-
thiness, emissons.. we have
done it with Waa | bdieve
Waa will receive tremendous
response from the public,” he
told reporters in Shah Alam
yesterday.

Malaysia earlier this year
postponed its participation in
the Asean Free Trade Area
(Afta) adtomotive programme,
and would ingeed lower its
tariffs for foreign cars in
2005.

Once the programme is
implemented, national car
companies within the region
are expected to face direct
competition from the world's
automotive  manufacturers.

Proton Wga for example
will be competing againg the
likes of Aud A4, Honda Ac-
cord, Peugeot 406 and Opd
Vectra

The Wga was unveled by
Prime Miniger Dauk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad in May.

The launch dso sees Proton
moving a step forward in its
attempt not to be overly de
pendent on foreign partners
such as Mitsubishi Motors
Corp and Frances PSA Peu-
geot Citroen.

Sad to be priced between
RM60,000 and RM80,000, Waja
comes with both automatic
and manud trangmissions as
well as two engine options of
16 litre and 1.8 litre.

It should be available for
bookings from this month and
would be on domestic and
foreign roads from September.

On whether the loca sup-
pliers are ready to receive
orders once the Waja is
launched in September, Kisa
said all necessary arrange-
ments ae being made

As of March this vear,
Proton has 185 vendors of
which 88 are Bumiputeras,

manufecturing  and  supplying
components for the company.

Kisai. meanwhile. pointed
out that the facility in Shah
Alam is also utilised to
manufacture other national
cas besdes the Wga as it is
equipped with the latest
technology and eguipment for
automotive  engineering,  sad
to be the best in South-East
Asa

“It dl depends on the de-
mand (for Waa),” he sad.

He sad the 50.000 units per
year is only the capecity- of
the facility and that Proton
will definitelv increase the
figure should the maket de-
mand it.

Currently, the Proton plant
in Sheh Alam is able to pro-
duce 230,000 units a year. .

Earlier, Kisai handed over
30 Proton cars to the Fire
and Rescue Depatment to be
used during the 21st Interna
tiond Fire Chief’'s Association
of Asia General Meeting,
Conference and Exhibition, to
be held in Kuala Lumpur
from August 6 to 8.

Receiving the cars wes the
Housing and Local Govern-
ment Ministry secretarv gen-
eral Datuk Khdid Husin.

12 Proton Wira and 18
Proton Perdana V6 will be
used as the official cars
during the conference.
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