‘Aild projects

JOLO, Mon: Finlard and
Mdayda ae oonddering ad
projects in the southern Phil-
Iippines to coax extremists to
free more than a dozen hos
tages held for over three
months. officials said todav.
Chief’ hostage negotiator,
Roberto Aventgado, sad Ma
laysan Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
had tapped two senior officids
to meet with him to firm up an
aid package for areas con-
trolled by the Abu Sayyef in
southern Jol0 idand.
Aventgjado said he was
expected to discuss with for-
mer Sabah chief minister
Yog Teck Lee and Mdaysan
Deputy Education Minister
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“livdihood”  projects.

These could incdude seting
up of mango, coffee and or-
ange plantations in Talipao
town, where the 17 hostages
is\(e being held in a jungle
ar.

The Madaysan envoys were
origindly set to arive today,
but failed to secure landing
rignts from avidion officids
in Zamboanga city, where
Aventgado’'s aides were
waiting, sources close to the
negotiations  said.

Aventgado ealier sad he
cdled Dr Mahathir yesterday
after Abu Sayyaf gunmen
delayed the uled release
of three Mdaysians.

. : ,
b%mg considered’

i
Dr Mahathir then ordered
his envoys to fly to Zambo-
anga, he sd.

Hnland has dso expressed
interest in financing similar
“livelihood” projects, but sad
it would only do so if asked
by the Philippine Government,
according to a report in the
daily Hensingin Samonat in
Helsnki.

“The man thing is to se
cure the releese of the hos
tages,” the paper quoted
Finnish Foreign Minister
Erkki Tuomigja as saying. “If
we can find acceptable ways
to contribute to that end, al
governments  would  obvioudy
be willing to condder them.”
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