SAID 2000 to discuss.

impact of global

Also on the agenda are
the negative impact
of  globalisation,
strengthening regional
cooperation and
trade liberalisation

From HARDEVKAUR

MAPUTO (Maozambique), Sun:
The Southern Africa Inter-
national Dialorue (SAID
2000) beginning- today will
focus on emerging trends in
the world and how these im-

Oon emeging economies
palissuas to b%ngdisoussed in-
clude ways of dealing with
the negative impact of glo-
balisation, strengthening re-
gional cooperation, trade li-
beralisation, information tech-
nology, social issues, dis-
eases and ways of sugaining
€CONOMIC  TeCOVErY.

Practicd business ethics for
small to medium business
enterprises will  be  explored
and exploitation of knowledge-
driven  drategies raised.

The leaders will explore
how smart partnership and
cooperation with business, 1a-
bour and media can be ben-
eficial at the national and
regiond levels.

In addition. the leaders will
review progress in the. im-
plementation of projects and
programmes in tourism, trans-
port and power agreed to

a Victoria Fals lagt year.

The issue of available re-
sources in Southern Africa
and ways in which smart
patnerships can be utilised
and the beneficid exploitation
of these resources will be
raised.

In Southern Africa, for ex-
ample, there is great potentia
for tourism with its world
famous safaris and game
paks. These cut across na
tiond borders. Joint promo-
tion and development of
accommodation, transporta-
tion and communications will
be bendficid for the region and
will be in keeping with the
smart partnership  spirit.

Recent events demondtrated
that globalisation makes
wesker ad emeging econo-
mies particularly vulnerable
to externdly imposed shocks.
As there is no sngle formula
for ether deve or re
sponse to crisis, emergin
countries need to be prepar
to consider alternatives in-
sead of adopting policies that
are imposed on them from
outsde.

African countries need to
cooperate and promote the
region as a dngle maket for
investments and  consumers.
Individudlv. thev ae unable
to atrect ‘the scarce foreign
capital and investors to
“promote economic growth
and opment”.

FUNT
The need to work together
in a smart partnership will
necessxily require a change
in the way things are done on
the continent. It will reauire
greater sharing of equity
among the vaious stakehold-
es ingead of goin% it done
The common challenge in
the region, however, is the
need to overcome obstacles
and eradicate poverty in ad-
dition to tackling the high
unemployment and lack of
capitd  to achieve the needed

economic  growth  and  deve-
opment.
SAID ‘P in Vicoria Fdls

had concluded that smart
partnerships provide a dy-
namic mechanism by which
Africans and the African
economies can participate
along with other emerging
countries in the globd econ-
omy, . predicated on their
combined strengths rather
than  wesknesses.

This is the fourth SAID.
Previous didogues were held
in Botswana, Namibia and
Zimbabwe hosted the medting
last year at Victoria Falls.
Thee didogues were in ad-
dition to the annuad Lanrkawi
International Didogue-(LID)
which was firs hdd in 1995

SAID 2000 brings together
sverd leaders from  Southern
African countries. Prime
Miniger Dauk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad is the only

rends

2000

non-African
the didogue.

It is pat of the Globa 2000
Smart Partnership Interna-
tiona Didogue which is beng
held in two pats. SAID 2000
from August 20 to 23 is the
firg pat and the second part
will be held in Langkawi
from November 1§ to 22 2000.

Dr Mahathir is expected to
hold severd bilaerd mestings
with other leaders as wdl as
businessmen. In addition,
many leaders and business-
men are keen to hear Ma-
laysia’'s success story and
about the unorthodox policies
the Government adopted to
pull the economy out of the
recent financid crigs

The leaders held informal
discussions over dinner hosted
by Presdent of Mozambique
Joaquim  Alberto Chissano.

The firg smart partnership
didogue, the LID, wes hdd in
1995. This spawned other
regional smart partnership
dialogues in Southern
Africa and Barbados Inter-
national  Dialogue (BID)
for the Caribbean region.

In addition, a number of
countries,  induding Mozam-
bique, St Lucia, Zimbabwe,
Botswana, Dominica and
Malawi, have organised na-
tiond smat patnership dia
logues.

leader invited to
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