Towards an egalitarl

As the nation gears for
celebration on
Thursday, we all should
come under fire for not
being ‘Malaysian
enough’ after 43 years

IT'S celebration titne on
Thursday  our 43rd Merdeka
anmniversary  which will be an
occason to redffirm our fath
in our nation. It makes every
Mdaysan feds good.

Intense conflict between Dr
Mahathir-led Government and
Anwar lbrahim-backed Oppo-
sition parties culminated in
the nation’s 10th general
dection dfter  Indepen

l.ast November’'s general
eection was to some people a
watershed poll and it was
dmos a refeendum agang
some ruling politicians, es-
pecidly a chance for the long-
suffering Terengganu voters to
throw out the incrcasinglv
hateful government of Tan Sri
Wan Mokhtar Ahmad which
began in 1974 and for the
Kédantancsc to redffirm  their
fath in the Pas government.
Elsawhere, they voted against
the Government to send a
srong message to the ruling
Umno and its component
parties in Barisan Nasional
{(BN).

In more crucid ways, the
1999 general election was
momentous because Pss
(which mede dectord ?a'ns)
and DAP (which suffered
losses) rose above their long-
time prg udices to band to-
gether along with Kcadilan
(which performed very well
but won only five parliamen-
tary seats four of which
riding on Pas' back) and
Parti Rakyat (which has
never won a seat in Parlia-
mont onits own. In 1959, its

presdent Ahmad Boestaman
won a seat on a Socialist
Front ticket) into a Barisan
Alternatif  (BA).

Though BA can by no

means be written off — no
matter  how much its
opponents wish it it's not

looking like a winner. But if |
am proven wrong, the fault
will 'lie in the man with the
[juling_ Barisan  Nasiond,

[ inting in m ways
and%‘pe(e)t sc_)gfu_ll of mw gryld
tolerance in its tropes but
lacking them in its behaviour.
In the four decades and
three years, we have achieved
much prosperity, progress,
development and even har-
mony. Though | am now
sixty-three years old, my
memory has not dimmed
much. | recdl the good times
in the past, nothing like what
we ae expeiencdng now. We
ae dill a mdting pot, unity
in diversity. As Lee Kuan
Yew rightly says we cannot
gel nationhood out of diversity
In 35 years (in Singapore’'s
case) and us in 43 years.
Then as now, we are still
Bumiputeras, Malaysan Chi-
nee, Madaysan Indians and
Eurasans. Perhaps, a fedin
of oneness (being Maaysian
hes increesed. TO some peo-
ple, it is on the contrary --
|;kdepends with whom you
talk.

For sure, there are many
things that have happened
and “are occurring which |
would have liked to have
been done differently. Many

| had hoped for have

not taken place, but | will

severe and | hope | will

ave the opportunity to help
carry them out one day.

Despite the proliferation of
titles bestowed or “pur-
chesed” ~ Madaysian society
is becoming more democra-
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¢ Mdaysan dites
should be fighting
for much more than
their persond
agendas and
interests.  Instead,
even ggang odds,
they should be the
caays that will
sour millions of
others to fight for
an even better

y

future . . .
tised, fast becoming fairer,
unsnobbish and even casud.

Even the Malay SOCietKl N
ew

execidly  aftér the

Economic Pelicy. though it
did not fully succeed, has
become less and less a top-
down society. If you go to

Bangsr and even Kok Lanas,
you would know what | mean.

The non-Malays are appre-
hensve of Mday nationdiam,
which is actudly diminishing,

but wait until they come face

to face with the increesin?Iy
and aggressively powerful

conservative Islam which is
being subtly introduced to the
non-Mudim milieu courtesy of
BA in the name of demgf

cratisstion and ultimately
cgpturing  Putrgaya Then it
would be too late to tak about
transparency, tolerance, plu-

ralism, democracy and good
governance. The ulama or
mullah would have been en

trenched.

The Malays and Bumipu-
teras not only want to survive
but to leed. Umno wants to
remain as the sole party of

the natives and it will do
what it takes to recapture the
soul of the restive and divided
natives. Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad and his
crown prince, Datuk Seri
Abdullah’ Ahmad Badawi. un-
derstand dtrong  pressures are
being gpplied to replace gov-
ernment and Umno leaders
and policies. Ther efforts will
continue to be pursued more
vigoroudly.

The netion, despite faling
commodity  prices, economic

dowdown, recessons, re-
ional financial crisis, the

IMaunah, the disgraceful
Grik heig and bloody incident
in Sauk, and crude atempts to
fish in racid-troubled sunga
remains peaceful, a remar-
kable messure of the ability
and character of all Malay-
sans to put nationa interests
above communal advance-
ment. We will overcome all
problems, not excluding the
chauvinistic demands and
counter-demands, if we
abandon the tiresome and
long-sattled old battles. 1t was
non-contentious  until an  un-
wise and indiscreet remark
about what was being debated
in a secret chamber was made
public via a foreign publi-
cation, which has not been
known to be fond of Maaysa
and even less of its mgority
people.

The millennium is an ex-
citing time to be in Mdaysa
| sense a volitical and cul-
tural change will soon take
place which will either see
the regeneration of leadership
or  retrogresson.

The people want to see a
fresh political and cultural
vitdity, and this cannot hap-
pen unless there is an up-
surge in national pride ac-
comnanied by the dedre for
the creation of Bangsa Ma
laysa that is proud-to pro-
dam its Mdaydanness. We
all should have come under
fire for not being “Mdaysian
enough” after 43 years.

Blaming English colonia-
Iislr_n arr]ld i;s |vigge-nand-ég(lﬁ
policy has dways a
excuxe and even a good way
of emphassing our difficulty

ciety
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