we won't bow to foreign pressure’

KAJANG, Tues The govern-
ment will not be cowed bv
‘criticism from foreign pow-
as and ther media over the
arrests pf opposi i politi-

' ] 2000
aag\ep{J%NPrllrﬁl : innigt)er
Datuk Seri Abdullsh  Ahmad
Badawi sdd these people
have their own agenda for

0.

“But as far as we are con-
cerned, we will continue to do
what's n to guad
our country so that we will
remain peaceful.

“We do not care whet they
have to say about us as our
concern is’to ensure that the
country continues to pro:

0 thra)t/ the people cz% Hg/e(ra

peace and prosperity,” he

sad after launching a course
for contractors. )

Abdullah, who is also
Home Miniger, was com-
menting on reports by Aus-
tralian newspapers - The
Australian and the Austra-
lian Financial Review - criti-
cising the arrests of the
politicians. )

The Australian sad the ar-
reds indicated that Maaysa
is a backward-looking ate
and the action will discour-
age oversess investmentt.

The Australian Financial
Review, in its editoria, said
having AdSds dder
datesman “and with some
condderable  achievements
behind him, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-

hamad appears intent -on
destroying his record before
he leaves the politicd Sage’.

Abdullah ‘reiterated th
Malaysan laws do not dis-
crimingte agang anyone.

~ “Do the opposition politi-
cians in the country enjoy im-
munity that they cannot be
taken "to court for bresking
the law ?” o

N Afbdu_llah adso  dismissd
the foreign newspapers pre-
diction that the arrests ofpthe
politicians will drive away in-
vestors. _

Investors, he said, are not
concerned politics of a
country unless it leads to
rioting and political ingtabil-

It
yOn cdls by oppostion

leaders urging the people to
teke pat in demondrations
when Datuk Seri Anwar
lbrahim’'s sodomy trid re-
opens next week. Abdullah
sad: “If they demonstrate
and bresk the law, we will
teke action againgt them.”
He sad Anwar is wdl rep
resented bv a group of de-
fence counsd and questioned
the motive behind the Op-
position’s move. )
He added: “Are they trying
to change the court process to
street trid? That is not our
way as Madaysans respect
the” law.” o th I
He urged the e not to
et mvoI?/ed in gg?\ﬁt@ that
can deral the economic re-

covery
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