Ferry terminals set
to be privatized

The Government has
agreed in principle to
privatize the
management and
operations of three
ferry terminals

By KAMARULYUNUS

KUAH and Kuda Perlis pes
senger ferry terminals, the
main entry and exit points be-
tween the duty-free idand of
Langkawi and mainland Pe-
ninsular Mdaysia, are st to
become the fird two jetties
to be privatized.

Miniger in the Prime Min-
ister’s Department Tan Sri
Bernard Dompok sad the two
terminals are among several
major projects that ae cur-
rently being findised for pri-
vatization by the Economic
Panning  Unit.

However, he could not as
certain when the privatization
of the terminas will teke off.

Besdes the terminds other
magor projects which are in
the process of being privatized
include the vehicle registra-
tion, licensing, record man-
agement and drivers licen-
sing services of the Road Tran-
sport Department; and the
supply of chilled water to go-
vernment offices in Putrgaya

Other projects are the con-
struct|orl1<eck);;nhostelsl{/ln(ji Uni-
vergti gsaen aysa
and Universiti Malaysia Sa-
bah; development cf infor-
matfon technolog%/ and com-
puterisation in the primary
and secondary schools; and
management  of K emaman
Port.

Earlier reports said that
the Langkawi Development
Authority (lL.ada) and the
Perlis State Government have
submitted proposals to priva-
tize the teminds, aong with
the Kuala Kedah jetty, an-
other entry and exit point to
Langkawi via Kedah.

Lada general manager Da-
tuk Zainal Karib Abdul Ra-
him told Business Times that
the Government hes agreed in
principle to privatize the
management, operations and
maintenance of the three
ferry terminds.

“This is with the hope to
upgrade the j sarvices for
the benefit consumers,
passengers and tourists” he
said.

However, he sad he could
not furnish details on the
proposed privatization of
these
jetties as the Government has
yet to findise the proposas.

Lada, through Lada
Langkawi (Holdings) Sdn Bhd

(LLH) is currently operating
a passenger ferry service
plying between Kuah and
Kuda Pelis fery teminds
as wdl as to and from Kuda
Kedah.

The Kueh termind done is
expected to handle a totd of
1.2 million passengers by
year-end, an increase of 15
per cent from lagt yedr.

However, the terminal is
dill running a below capecity
and in terms of passenger
load, there is no need for an
expanson in the foreseedble
future. The termind is dated
to handle 2 million passengers
a year.

With the impending take-
over of the three ferry ter-
minals’ operations 1n
Langkawi, Kuala Kedah and
Kuda Perlis by Lada, ovedl
services are expected to be
sgnificantly improved. There
are 28 ferries belonging to
five operators who provide
essentid  trangport and  cargo
services to the idand.

It was also reported that
the Transnort Ministrv is
building a RM20 millionnew
complex for the Maine De-
Bartment in Tanjung Lem-
una., which is uled to
be completed by next year

The building will dlow the
local marine authorities the
resources to oversee the rapid

development of Langkawi’'s
ferry terminals, yachting,
port and sea cargo industries.

Established in March 15
1990, among Lada’s functions
are to promote, speed up and
implement  socio-economic
development under its juris
diction; develop the idand as
a tourig dedination; encour-
age and implement infra-
structure projects for tourism
and busness and dreamline
devdopment activities on the
idand.

Lada’s subsidiares include
the LLH and Lada Langkawi
Consolidated Sdn Bhd.

With five catamaran boats,
LLH operates the passenger
ferry services in Langkawi.
The company was incorpo-
rated in Febru 10 1992 as
a wholly-owned subsdiary of
Lada.

Lada Langkawi Consolidat-
ed, meanwhile, was incorpo-
rated in September 17 1997.
Prime Miniger Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad had
mooted the idea of its edtab-
lishment to improve trans-
portation  services,  especidly
via sea routes to promote
Langkawi as a tourist ha/m

It was aso s up
oversee the implementation
of development and privatized
projects in  Langkawi.
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