Apec Yes 1o pew
‘trade talks 1f >
agenda is ready

From LOKMAN MANSOR

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN,
Thurs: Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Coopcration (Apec)
leaders have agreed that a
new round of multilateral
trade nogotnﬂnons b e
launched dyeer provided
a balanced and broad-based
agenda is finalised before-
hand.

The 21-member grouping
repreﬁnts two-thirds of the
world's population and more
than haf its output.

Apcc ministers who met
two days ago had cdled for
the agenda to be findised bv
next year before proceeding
with the new round of the
multilateral trade negotia-
tions.

But in the [,caders’ Deda
ration releesed a the end of
the Apec Sutnmit here today,
the members reltcrated the
need to expeditioudy”
launch a new World Trade
Organisation (WTO) round for
the bendfit of al members, par
ticularly lesst-developed and
developing  economics.

Fujimorinotseekingasylum
here, says PM: p8

“We agree tha a bdanced
and aufficiently  broad-based

enda that responds to the
?r?terst and cegrllogems of dl
WTO members should be
formulated and finalised as
soon as possible in 2001 and
that a round be launched in
2001," the declaration reads.

Prime Miniger Dauk Seri
Dr Mahahir Mohamad sad
globalisation and the WTO
were the mgor focus of dis
cussons a the leaders re-
treat held at the Jerudong
Polo Club.

At a press conference for
Malaysian journalists, the
Prime Miniser sad the dif-
ferentlv-worded Declaration
does not mean that Apec hes
backtracked on Malaysia's
earlier proposal to set a
deadline for the agenda first
gg‘ore deciding on launch

“The generd opinion is that
we should have the launch in
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2001, butltmustbepreoededbyanagreementonther%1
If there is no how to have a mesti It (launch) is
conditiond on having an agenda. And this is not jus Mdaysia,
others gpeak in the same way,” he sad.

More than once a this year's Apec mesting, Maaysa was

rtrayed icularl the foreign media) as bein ngt
PO ree 6%rlade (apnag the \3//\/_% by msstl%g that ac)ountn&s ngu?ganot
rush into fresh talks.

Sds dand has been thet an agenda should be clearly
fird, and that any outsanding implementation issues
from the previous round of WTO taks be addressed.

Commenting on the perception that Mdaysa is an impedi-
ment to free trade, Dr Mahathir said: “...(this |s? because they
don't have enough information about us. Actudly 90 per cent
of our imports are tax-free, and we don't have taiff barriers
like hotherS’. o . ot th i bar

“T tl ae tax-free, but t im teri riers
basedwongéuotg bidding for mport%eﬂf?c%% bidding for
individud purchasing certificates. and things like that, Those
(revenues) actually accrue to the government and must be
regarded as taxes” he added.

Dr Mahahir reterated that if an agenda cannot be findised,
then there is no way that a new round of WTO taks can be
launched.

“1 hope they (trade officids in Geneva) can have an
If they purposdy not come up with an agenda, then it will be
gigfiwt to have a new round. What ae we going to tak

out?’

Dr Mahathir sad Madaysa dso dressed that there should
not be any sde medings within the WTO, where particular

groups meet separately and attempt to impose their decisions
on the rest.
“This should not happen because it will greeily dissdvantage

thase who did not teke pat in these Sde mestings” he sad,
adding that this was done by severad developed countries, in-
formdly, in Sedtle last yesr.

Dr Mahathir sad as an organisation, the WTO must have
certain orderliness in its procedures. It must identify the
agenda and procedures which nobody can bypass and force
their opinion on others.

“We have to agree on the agenda We cannot smply tak...
we must know what to discuss. If you want to tak about free
trade, let's tdk about free trade and how it is affected by
non-tariff barriers, for example” the Prime Minider sad.

Dr Mahathir said if the WTO were to approve anti-dumping
measures, for example, then they must be sandardised and
accepted by dl, and in that way dl countries would comply
with the conditions.

“If they say we are dumping a particular product because
the price is chegp, it might be because our cods ae lower,
which they are. Normally, export items are chesper than the
pnces within the country because in the country we levy taxes.

“For example, the price of the Proton car is dearer in Ma
laysa than in foreign countries because they do not have to
pay excise duties and others”

On the leaders retrest, Dr Mahathir said he found thet the
views of other countries were not much different from Malay-
sds “Many voiced support for the idea that globalisation
should be managed well, so that everyone will benefit.”

The leaders’ dlalogue with the Apec Business Advisory
Council was dso hdpful to address the concerns of the bus-
ness community and to promote investments in countries
throughout the region, he sad.

Apec groups Audrdia, Brund, Canada, Chile, Ching, Hong
Kong, Indonesa, Jgpan, South Korea, Mdaysa, Mexico, New
Zedand, Pgpua New Guinea, Peu, the Philippines, Russ'a,
Singgpore, Tawan, Thaland, the US and Vietnam.
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