
Start-ups lack knowledge on
-’Intellectual Property Rights

I,cm  was one  of the speakers
at a Venture  2001 roundtable
discussion on how to safeguard
intellectual property.

The roundtable was also at-
t ended  hy  M a l a y s i a n  Ex-
change of Securities Dealing
and Automated Quotation
(Mcsdaq)  executive chairman,
ISncik  Khairil Anuar Ahdul-
lab:  Mctiinsey and Co Ma-
Iaysia’s associate principal,
I)r Nikolai Dobherstein:  Intel
I~~lcctronics  (M)  Sdn Hhd re-
gional incubator manager, Cik
Yohani  Yusof  and 131  Walden
International  cxecutiw  v i c e
president, Mr Chok Kwec  Bee.

Venture  2001 is Malaysia’s
business plan competition de-
signed to help aspiring Ma-
laysian cyhcrpreneurs to cre-
ate  real high-tech  start-ups in
thtl  field of informat.ion tech-
nolorv  (1’1’)  which  was  de-.,.
vc>toped  with the vision of
making Malaysia Incorporated
;I  reality.

It is  orgatiised  by Mesdaq,
McKinsc>y  and  C o  and  the
Malaysian Institute of Man-
agc’rncn  t

To date, 214 participants
have registered for the corn-
petition. The closing date is
I)ecember 22.

“We will have a full list of
the participants’ background
and  the i r  bus iness  ideas
within two weeks.” Dohher-
stein said.

Prime Minister Datuk  Seri
Dr  Mahathir  Mohamad is the
patron of Venture 2001 which
was launched earlier this
month.

According to Len, any ill-
vention can he patented cx-
cept  for two items: medical
treatment for humans and
hio-technology  process.

“There are five different
ca tegor ies  under  the  IPS.
namely. the patent. copyright,
trademark, trade secrets and
industrial desibm.”

Malays ia  i s  a  member
country of the Paris Conven-
tion which requires that every
atmlication  filed he eiven  the
s&e treatment andY  level  of
protection in any membct
countries.

However, Malaysian com-

panics stilt lack awareness
in patenting their intellectual
property rights.

“Foreig-ii  registrations cut’-
rently  outnumber local regis-
trations, indicating that Ma-
laysian companies don’t even
patent 01 regiht(st thcii
trademark.”

“So doubt, it is something
tangibttx  hut your rights exist
(Jil  the  thy  (Jf cre~lti011  mid
ally infringements of yout
rights arc only actionable If
y o u a r c  rcglstered.” I,cn
said.

IL!11  ahO  S a i d  t h a t  thx!  iS
a  long backlog. of between
three and five years.  in gct-
ting patents  reg is te red :  an
issue  that must he serious11
addrctsscd.

However, at the end of the
day  M.hat  is most important is
the implementation of the
idea, rather than worrying so
much on rights infringement.

“Concc~ntrate  on developing
the  idea further: get a team
and funding at Internet speed
and stress on the execution of
a business idea.” he added.
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