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[
the Multimedia Super Corridor had
accelerated the growth of ingtitutes
to produce knowledge workers.

He said that more than 100,000
such workers would be needed in
the next five years.

The Prime Minister said that the
more than 600 public and private
universities and colleges would
help meet this demand by produc-
ing the required manpowers.

Dr Mahathir Mohamad said -

aiming, through the unique envi-
ronment provided by the MSC, to
promote the development of next-
generation multimedia technol-
ogies by forging collaborative re-
search and development efforts
among leading-edge corporations,
public research institutions and
universities.

“To be competitive, companies
need to invest heavily in R&D and
continuously improve their prod-
ucts and services.”

Loca companies in the MSC won
praises from Dr Mahathir for hav-
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' He said that the MSC was expect-
ed to create more than 35,000 jobs
for knowledge workers in the next
five years and attract at least 50
world-class companies by 2003 to
set up value-added activities.

Current progress, he said, indi-
cated that the targets were achiev-
able. To date, 306 companies have
been awarded MSC dtatus, includ-
ing more than 147 wholly Malay-,,
Sian-owned companies.

While reaffirming the Govern-
ment’s commitment in supporting
the growth of the MSC, Dr Ma-
hathir said various measures
would be undertaken to spawn lo-
cal companies into global players.

He dso said that Maaysia was

tfivlogy,” Dr Mahathir said at
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“pinformation tech-
“bleEk and ultimedia.

abilities:
innovation in deve opmg products
and services in a variety of catggo-
ries. ranging from software %
content development to 3-D anima-
tion.

The success of these companies
and individuals demonstrated the
key importance of creativity and
innovation in driving economic
growth in the Information Age.

Dr Mahathir said cresativity was
about seeing things from a differ-
ent angle and breaking awag from
old rules and norumis that blnded
people to the traditional way of do-
Ing things.

“It allows us to be different and
helps us find new answers and so-
Iutions to problems, both old and
new.

“From creativity comes innova-
tion, and it is from this realisation

I;Ig“ggjd they had displayed cre; ,
\ resourceful -

that the Government has embarked
on the creation of the MSC, which
is an environment designed to en-
able creativity and innovation to
flourish,” he said.

He reminded the participants on
how important it was that elements
of creativity and innovation fos-
tered by heavy R&D investments
be further supported by venture
capital funds.

This was necessary to enable the
commercialisation of products and
services of high quality and high
value-added.

“In this regard, Malaysian com-
panies and entrepreneurs should
face up to the challenge of thinking
out of the box, so that traditiona
limits to growth can be gvercomed
via more creative and innovative
thinking as well as supportive
funding arrangements,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the coun-
try was moving in the right direc-
tion to be contributors instead of
merely consumers of technologies.

“Their achievements are testimo-
ny to the fact that on a level play-
ing field offered by the Information
Technolc;?y and multimedia indus-
tries, Malaysian companies and in-
dividuals can pull away from the
pack even though we are relative
latecomers in the field.”

Dr Mahathir expressed hope that
the initiatives taken would eventu-
aly lead to the creation of a new
generation of hi-tech start-ups and
the establishment of many more lo-
cal companies that would join the
ranks of world-class companies.
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