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JITRA, Thurs. - Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
today revealed that bank employ-
ees who sympathised with Opposi-
tion parties were leaking individual
and Government financial transac-
tions.
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He said such transactions, which
were supposed to be secret, had
been leaked over the Internet and
through circulation (of copies or
print-outs). Such cases, he added,
had been detected in some places,
including Malacca and Kuala Lum-
pur.

“We know a lot of people whose
dealings with certain banks have
been revealed to the public by
these people (bank employees).

“I know at least of one place
where certain documents sent to
the bank were circulated . . . (in)
those days (there was) no Inter-
net, to show as if the Government is
doing  something bad,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was difficult
to act against the banks but “the
only thing the Goverpment  can
do is not to have dealings with
such banks (where there are
many Opposition sympathisers).

Leaking information about finan-
cial transactions is an offence  un-
der the Banking and Financial In-
stitutions Act 1989(BAFIA).

Under it, no employee, including
the chief executive during his em-
ployment or thereafter, shall di-
vulge or publish any information or
document relating to the affairs or
accounts of customers.
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I.ast \Y(Y~.  Rlohtl  Ali  nskcd State
(~o\~(‘l~lllll(‘llt clc~l)artinctnts and

agcsnc,ic+ IO lc~rnllnatr~  t h e  m-vices
of [MIICI  c,lillic5  \~llosc~  doctors \vcre
sympathisers  of Opposition parties.

1)~ Mallathir  ~vns speaking to re-
portc,rs at his Hari Kaya Aidil Adha
opc11 house at I)c\van  Jitra here.

Also prtshc‘nt  \~t’rc  his wife Datuk
Stxri 111.  Siti Hnsmab Mohd Ali and
hlentr,ri 13c~ar I)atuk  Seri Syed Ra-
ztli Syc~l &in.

I)r Mah;~thir \vas asked by report-
ers if tli(~w LV;IS  ;I trend where P a s
scc~mc:tl  to be getting rid of Uarisan
N;\sioilal pc~oplc i n  Terengganu
(\vhere the party has formed the
State Government after winning
the general election) and BN retali-
ating, as in the case in Malacca.

Dr Mahathir said the BN did not
remove people.

“I have a lot of people who have
openly confessed they are Pas sup-
porters and they are in the Govern-
ment at the rank of secretary-
general, we have not removed
(them).

“But in Malacca, the Government
keeps money in the bank and the
employees display they are sup-
porters of Pas we have known in
the past (copies ofj cheques belong.
ing to people have been given to
the party (Pas) and they post on the
Internet.

“So how do you trust a bank
whose workers are against you and
they have been known to reveal
your secrets you keep money in
the bank, they can take the cheque
and copy it and put it on the Inter-
net, so the Government cannot
trust a bank which is like that.”

Asked how such incidents would
affect the credibility of the coun-

try’s financial sector, the Prime
Minister said:

“Well, if they do these things it
will affect the credibility of some
banks.

“In the Government, for example,
we know some (people) are strong
supporters of the Opposition but
we have appealed to them to be
professional _.. when you do work
you must do it properly and not be
influenced by party interests.” he
added.

Asked if legal action would be
taken against those who revealed
such secrets. Dr Mahathir said:

“If they are found to leak Govern-
ment secrets, which is against the
law. wc will be forced to take legal
action.”

In Malacca. Mohd Ali said the
Opposition was quick to blame and
criticise the State Government on

matters which were not parallel
with their policies.

He said the DAP and Kcadilan
did not speak out when the Tereng-
ganu State Government sacked vil-
lage headmen who supported the
BN.

He also said the State Govern-
ment has resolved to withdraw
RMlO million in fixed deposit be-
longing to a Government agency
from a local bank upon the maturi-
ty date.

He said another RM40 million in
fixed deposit would be withdrawn
from banks.

He said the banks had failed to
take disciplinary action against em-
ployees who openly showed sup-
port for the Opposition.

The State Government and its
agencies have funds totalling some
RM200 million in several local
banks.

Mohd Ali also said the State Gov-
ernment had blacklisted several
contractors, legal firms and survey-
ors who had explicitly supported
the Opposition. He said their con-
tracts would be terminated.

Mohd Ali said the State Govern-
ment need not send notices inform-
ing them of it.
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