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a belief in strong families, a rever-
ence for education, frugality, hard
work, national team work, a social
contract between the people and
the state, moral wholesomeness, a
free but responsible Press, a belief
in citizens as stakeholders and last
but not least, respect for the envi-
ronment ”

The Prime Minister said that a
uniform method for Asian coun-
tries to achieve sustainable growth
was neither possible nor desirable.

“Sustainable development needs
to be applied gradually in accor-
dance with the ability of individual
countries to cope, and with what
each country perceives as appropri-
ate.”

Dr Mahathir said the widening
gap in the usage of resources be-
tween developing and industrial
nations was the earth’s main envi-
ronmental and developmental prob-
lem.

He said that with many develop-
ing countries now possessing lower
per capita incomes than when the
decade began, rising poverty and
unemployment have increased
pressure on environmental re-
sources, “as more people have been
forced to rely more directly upon
them”.

The Prime Minister said although
Malaysia was not as severely affect-
ed by these inequalities as other de-
veloping countries, “there is a
great deal still to be done in our
country if we are to respond prop-
erly to the challenges presented by
sustainable development”.

Outlining Malaysia’s local initia-
t ives to maintain sustainable
growth, Dr Mahathir said it includ-
ed provision of adequate and af-
fordalple~hbusintr  and for local au-

thorities to develop and implement
policies for sustainable develop-
ment.

The success of these local initia-
tives, said the Prime Minister, was
crucial. He added that since “peo-
ple need to witness change at a lo-
cal level”, the partnership concept
between Government, the private
sector and local communities was
critical.

“Many non-governmental organi-
sations are also involved in action
at the local level.

“On the environmental front
they include groups concerned
with practical conservation, preser-
vation of historic buildings and
sites.

“Housing associations and the
prpate sector have become increas-
ingly involved in the provision of
low-cost accommodation,” Dr Ma-
hathir said.

However, Dr Mahathir added that
the success of these local initiatives
by Malaysia and other regional
countries required not only a peri-
od of economic growth, “but also
an assurance that the poor get
their fair share of the resources re-
quired to sustain growth”.

As such, Dr Mahathir said re-
forms were needed at the interna-
tional level to allow the world econ-
omy to stimulate the growth of
developing countries while giving
greater weight to other important
concerns such as the environment.

He said that for developing coun-
tries to grow, a lot more had to be
done in terms of technology trans-
fer, foreign direct investment and
better terms of trade.

Together with a new internation-
al financial regime, these will en-
able the countries to grow fast
enough to overcome their internal
uroblems..  he adrl~d _ _ - - -
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