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Don't entice civil servants with huge rewards

By Ramlan Said

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon.  The private sec-
tor should reward their employees with
ressonable weges as too high a sday may
entice many civil servats to leave, thus
weskening the public sector.

Prime Minisger Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said when the public service suf-
fered, the private sector would dso be &f-
fected as both ddes needed each other.

“Therefore, the red solution is to prosper
the country so that both sides will benefit
from it” he sad during a didogue with de-
egaes after opening the Maaysa Incorpo-
rated Summit 2000 at Hotel Istana today.

The event was organised by Adan Strate-
gy & Leadership Inditute and the Maay
dan Adminigrative Modernisstion & Man-
agement Planning  Unit.

Responding to a question on the possibil-
ity of the country one day having a poor
public service in contrast t0 a dynamgic.pri-
vate sector, he said one way to preventthis
from happening was for the Government to
increase the salary o‘f its emplogee? .

But this, will come to nought if the pri-
vate sector yﬁés‘f’o Eolfc")'i’ﬁ suit with 3 pay
hike, resulting in the disparity remaining
the same

He cautioned the private sector that d-
though high sdaies could atract skilled
and knowledge workers, including those
from the Government, it would not neces-
saily lead to better performance.

“In the United States for example, there
ae executives who drive for impressive
annud reports for the companies so that
they will be rewarded in the form of share

ofittons.

“But they don't care about the perfor-
mance of the companies”

Dr Mahathir sad the Maaysia Incorpo-
rate concept introduced in 1983 would only
be successful if the impressve performance
of the private sector was matched by an -
fident public service

The Government has limited resources
and cannot eadly increase the daies of
civil servants. The private sector must
therefore exercise wisdom when  rewarding
their employees.

In jest, Dr Mahahir sad he had some
times thoug?]h; of’joining the private sector,
lamenting that athough he wes the “chief
executive officer” of Maaysia Incorporat-
ed, he was only paid RM16,000 a month
compared to RM40,000 earned by some oth-
es.

The Prime Miniger sad the Government
wanted to see the continued success of the
private sector as a substantid amount of
the profit by the busnesses would be col-
lected through corporate and other taxes.

To a quedtion on franchise, Dr Mahathir
sad the Government encouraged the in-
dustry as it could be participated by dl.

He advised Bumiputera businessmen to
meke franchiss busness a choice adding
that it should be opened to those qudified
and not being monopolised by cetain giant
companies, which was the case now with
sved internaiond franchisors.

“This approach will ensure a far distri-
bution of the country’s cake, benefiting the
majority and not a few sdlected groups.”

Dr Mahahir was dso asked by WWF ex-
ecutive director Datuk Dr Mikaail Kavan-
agh on whether Mdaysa Incorporated in-
tended to make sudainable development a

priority.

The Prime Miniger sad the Government
was adways concerned about the environ-
ment, and the fact that Malaysia had a
ministry dedling with it reflected the seri-
ousness.

However, it dso wanted the private sec-
tor and the public to play their role in pro-
tecting the environment.

Dr Mahathir criticised certain quarters
like the foreign media which seemed to
champion environmental issues but actud-
ly had other motives.

“For example, when Mdaysa was envd-
oped by haze for only one day, the British
Broadcasting Corporation repeated the
news for three consecutive days, implying
that Maaysa was badly hit, one should
cancd ther flights to the country and it
was not a good place for someone with
asthma.”

Dr Mahahir sad one should not adopt
the attitude and stand of some quarters
which were only good & criticising Malay-
da over environment matters.

“They have never gppreciated the things
that we have done in protecting the envi-
ronment ... We should be moderate and ac-
cept the needs to do something dthough it
might not be good for the environment.”

He sad one should not be fanaticd like
Bruno Mansr, who indigated the Penans
in Sgawek to go agand the Government
in the name of the environment.

Dr Mahathir sad western environmen-
taists liked to creste the impression. that

Madaysia did not care much about the envi-
ronment whereas 56 per cent of the country:
was covered by naurd jungle and 20 per
cent more with planted trees.
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