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Too early to rule out political

motive, says Mahathir

IPOH, Mon: National securi-
is not affected by yester-
ay's arms raids involving a
large cache of firearms and
ammunition, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said.
However, he fears that the
stolen weapons might be sold
%ﬁ certain quartersin need of

em.
Asked whether the inci-
dent is a prelude to some-
thing bigger, he said: “That |
do not Know, but it will cer-
tainly be a prelude to some-
thing of asimilar size.
~ “What we are worried now
is that these weapons might
be sold to certan quartérs
who are in need of arms.
“Although it (motive) is
not clear now, we are aware
that these weapons command
a good price in the market,”
he said after chairing the
Umno Supreme Council
meeting at Perak Mentri Be-
sar Datuk Seri DiRaja Mohd
Tajol Rodi Ghazali’s official
reSdence here yesterday
Mahathir, however, said
the government has not ruled
out the possibility that the
“seizure” was politically mo-

tivated.

He said the government
cannot rule out any possibili-
t% now until clear proof asto
the motive of the whole inci-
dent is obtained. )

Mahathir also said the

overnment has instructed
he relevant authorities to
tighten up security with
regard to storage of weapons.
~Some 15 armed men pos-
ing as senior military officers
ulled rank on sentries at the
04 Infantry Brigade in Grik
early yesterday and ed
with an assortment of wea-
pons including rifles, gre-
nade launchers and thou-
sands of rounds of ammuni-
tion.

Mahathir said that in this
particular case, the sentries
might have been taken aback
as the impostors were posing
as high-ranking officers.

“The army has been in-
structed to take appropriate
measures as the government
views this matter serioudly,”

e said.
The Prime Minister, how-
ever, expressed his confi-
dence that the whole situa-
tion can be contained.
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