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huaib and N. Chandran.

On Jan 25 last year, Anwar had filed a
suit against Mahathir claiming that the
latter had accused him of sexual mis-
conduct at a press conference on Sept 22,
1998, which damaged his reputation
locally and internationally.

On Aug 30, last year Nathan allowed
Mahathir’s application to strike out the
suit without a full trial.

In a 12-page written judgment,
Ahmad Fairuz said Nathan was right in
ruling that the words uttered by Mahat-
hir was “on an occasion of qualified
privilege” as he was duty-bound to dis-
close the infofmation concerning An-
war who was then his deputy.

He also agreed.with Nathan's conclu-
sion that Mahathir’s mind was devoid of
malice when he uttered the alleged
offending words.

“It is clear that the respondent

(Mahathir) was sheltered by the defence
of justification and qualified privilege
when he uttered the offending words.

“It is very plain and obvious that the
appellant’s (Anwar) claim is unsustain-
able,” he said.

He also stated that Nathan had right-
ly referred to the convictions of
Pakistani Dr Munawar Aness and Indo-
nesian Sukma Darmawan Sasmistaat
Madja who admitted to committing
homosexual misconduct with Anwar.

He said Mahathir’s word when tested
against the facts would render Anwar’s
claim flimsy.

“We are unable to see how the trial
judge (Nathan) can be said to have erred
in principle in taking into account the
convictions and the facts related to it,”
he said.

He said there is nothing in Nathan’s
judgment which indicated that he asked
himself the wrong guestions when he

- struck out Anwar’s suit.
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